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The Town has marked its one-year anniversary of
the opening of the Town Center, and judging by all
the activity, the campus has become the focal point
of the community that residents, staff and the
Town Council worked hard to create.
The Community Center was selected as the location for 21 private events this past year—birthdays,
Christmas/holiday parties, bat mitzvahs, retirements, engagements, weddings, and a New Year
celebration. Of course, there are always Town
meetings and events, such as the Green Speaker

series and teen dances, and the Town Picnic, Blues
& BBQ and other community events. The Center
houses an amazing line up of classes—everything
from art for children to adult tap classes.
The Town staff wants to keep your Town Center
neat and in good repair for your enjoyment and we
can really use your help!
Please do your part in ensuring that trash is placed
in the receptacles provided. Pet waste bag dispensers have been placed in key areas, and we ask that

Town Center is One Year Old!
We tasted

And learned

And explored

And prepared

And WON!
Photos: Virginia Bacon

people clean up after their pets and dispose of the bags in the trash.
Finally, unfortunately we have seen some evidence of vandalism to the playground and other areas. If you
see anyone vandalizing or otherwise damaging any of the facilities, we ask that you immediately contact the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office at (650) 363-4911.
Make plans today to visit YOUR library, enjoy a class, play a game of tennis, watch your children play in the
playground, or just sit on the grass and enjoy the sense of community that this wonderful place affords!
www.portolavalley.net
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Portola Valley Garden Club Gets Greener
The Portola Valley Garden Club began in March 2008.
We meet once a month on the third Thursday at 10 in
the Town Center's Buckeye Room, in a local garden, or
on a field trip as we did last month: we visited Lygnso
Garden Center for a program on soil restoration. Interestingly,
of the
Join
usmore
on than 18 programs we have had,
many have been about soil care and regeneration.
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keeping, and using slow-acting organic fertilizers such
as Dr. Earth and crab meals. Last year many of us used
glacier dust (crushed rock) on vegetables and oak
trees, as there is evidence that glacier dust reverses the
damage done to oaks suffering from SOD. We are
wood chipping and leaf mulching, although we are
careful to leave some bare soil so our native bees can
burrow. Some of you may have noticed the Christmas
wreaths that we made to adorn our Town Center last
year. As we learn from our programs and one another
how to have more beautiful gardens, we are also becoming better stewards of the environment. Roll up
your sleeves and come out and join us!

The Portola Valley Garden Club members are now
composters, and many of us are also worming, bee

Danna Breen

News from The Sequoias
The Sequoias is speeding into autumn. When out walking, the signs of fall are here - the poison oak leaves are
beautifully red. But don't pick! DON'T. Or you'll be itching for a long time.
Our new permanent Director Ira Kurtz is already hard at work. His is a daunting task, which he seems to be enjoying. He has an infectious smile and is already familiar with lots of names as well as knowing his way around
this large campus.
Disaster planning is in full swing in conjunction with the local Fire Department. They are helping our communities prepare for difficult events such as wild fires or a good shake. We are urging all residents to keep food and
water supplies for at least three days on hand. We could be in a situation where we might have to get along by
ourselves for some time. Thank Heavens we have no elevators to worry about!
We celebrated the top ratings given to The Sequoias after results of our re-accreditation were announced. This is
a process which involves hours of work by staff and residents, and is always a source of satisfaction for all when
We cannot
the excellent evaluations are announced.
sponsor
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We
hope all those
who may be thinking of moving here, will join us at one of Pam Marron's wonderful receptions. Pam is our Marketing Director, and she, as well as all of us, hope to see you here!
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Valley Schools Plan to Go Solar

Plans are currently underway to convert the Portola Valley Schools from electrical to primarily solar power. As one of two school districts in San Mateo
County to qualify for funding through American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA) funded by California Qualified School Construction bonds, PVSD
is moving ahead to install roof-mounted solar panels at Ormondale and Corte
Madera Schools. PVSD is also in the running for a California Energy Commission loan, so whichever funding mechanism provides the best interest terms
will be selected as the project launch nears. Bringing solar to PVSD will cost
approximately $2.5 million with the savings on energy bills used to pay back
the financing over the next 15 years. The Governing Board is slated to approve
the move to solar later this fall and then put the project out to bid with the expectation of beginning the solar installation in the summer of 2010.
In a related move, the PVSD Governing Board took action on October 21st to
refinance the 1998 and 2001 general obligation bonds approved by the community to renovate Ormondale and Corte Madera Schools. Because current
interest rates are lower than when the bonds were approved by the voters, a
savings of approximately $375,000 will be realized through the refunding
which will be passed along to the taxpayers of PVSD as a slightly lower annual
tax assessment.
Anne Campbell, Superintendent
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From The Mayor
Portola Valley received an early season gift in the
form of October rainfall. Town creeks sprang to life,
reminding us anew of the importance of water as our
most precious and increasingly imperiled resource.
The urgency surrounding water conservation is intensifying. Federal and state efforts are expanding to
include greater input from local governments, regional watershed groups and ecological advocates.
New state regulations governing water conservation
are being introduced with increasing frequency. California’s Water Plan Highlights draft document calls
for a regional strategy that takes into account each
region’s needs, constraints and opportunities. AB49,
introduced in the Legislature in December 2008, requires a 20% reduction in urban per capita water
uses by 2020. In October the state passed AB 1881,
the Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance that
requires cities and counties to adopt landscape water
conservation ordinances no later than January 1,
2010!

Portola Valley is proactive in responding to these initiatives. The Town is participating in a regional effort
to create an ordinance that all communities within
the Bay Area would adopt. We have completed a water audit for our Town Center buildings and surrounding landscaping to identify additional conservation opportunities. The second phase of this audit
focuses on irrigation at Town Center fields, Rossotti
Field, Ford Field and Triangle Park. Be on the lookout for an upcoming water conservation workshop
that will provide residents with valuable information
on grey water systems, rainwater harvesting and alternatives to lawns. Finally, working with Cal Water
and various Town committees, the Town is distributing water saving tips and will be developing a water
conservation program for our residents.
These water conservation efforts will require your
active participation, cooperation, and commitment. It
will not be easy, but I am optimistic that Portola Valley will once again rise to the challenge.

Two New Emergency Preparedness Tools
We live in a beautiful area but it is not without risks. Our Town lies on one of the most famous earthquake faults
in the world and because of its rural setting is also subject to wildland fires. The Town takes emergency preparedness very seriously. We have two new resources to help residents both prepare for disasters in advance and to
deal with a disaster should it occur. The Town website has been augmented with disaster planning material, and
we are in the process of building out an emergency operations center (EOC) in the new Town Center.
In designing the content for the website, we made the strategic decision to focus on earthquake and wildland fire
material. We limited the number of website links to a short list of the sites that we have found to be most useful.
We also annotated the links to further enhance them and make clear what you can expect at each site.
The Town website (www.portolavalley.net) now has several new pages labeled “Emergency Preparedness” under
the “For Residents” tab on the home page. There are two main goals of the Emergency Preparation pages: 1)
make it easy for residents to learn how to prepare their family and household for both earthquake and wildfire,
and 2) let residents know about our neighborhood self-help groups and assembly locations. Everyone is encouraged to know the leaders and the assembly location in their neighborhood. These locations are equipped with
first aid kits and radios. The website provides information on these neighborhood resources.
In addition to the website, the Town has commissioned the equipping of the emergency operations center at
Town Center, as well as a backup facility at the Priory. In the event of a large scale emergency the Town Hall
conference room will be transformed into a command center to gather and analyze information on the emergency, prioritize deployment of Town resources and communicate with the County and other emergency services
organizations. Neighborhood groups will be in communication with the EOC by radio and can coordinate help
between residents across neighborhoods. As part of our preparation, the Town staff and Emergency Preparedness Committee volunteers recently held a successful drill to better understand how the EOC will be used and to
practice performing our assigned disaster roles.
If you have questions or comments, residents can reach the Emergency Preparedness Committee at emergencyprep@portolavalley.net.
Anne Kopf-Sill
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The Westridge Garden Club Celebrates 50 Years
Four Westridge residents, Jean Lane, Jean’s mother-in-law, Ruth Lane,
Louise Curtis and Nelle Whipple founded the Garden Club in March, 1960.
Jean Lane and Louise Curtis are still active participants, and now Brenda
Lane Munks, Jean’s daughter, is a third generation member.
Many of the initial members of the Club had young families and didn’t
know much about gardening in Portola Valley, having moved here from
other areas. They limited membership to the Westridge community because, back then, many of their houses (or driveways) weren’t large enough
to accommodate a big group of meeting attendees. Initially, no men participated, but over the years men joined.

Jean Lane and Louise Curtis
are founders and active
members

Janice Aldag, the chairman of the club for the 50th anniversary year-long celebration, and her co-chair
Adaline Jessup, are enjoying packing the meetings with great speakers and fun surprises. Their obvious
enthusiasm for the monthly meeting celebrations has attracted speakers who have appeared on HGTV,
an article in an upcoming issue of Gentry magazine, a visit at the January meeting from the editor of
Sunset’s Western Garden Book, and a personal tour with Flora Grubb at her famous Flora Grubb Gardens in San Francisco – just to name a few events.
Thanks to the Westridge Garden Club for 50 years of beautifying their part of Portola Valley.

New Planning & Building Assistant, CheyAnne Brown
I am proud to be the new Planning and Building Assistant, and I have already enjoyed
a warm welcome from my fellow staff members and the residents I have had the
pleasure of meeting. Equipped with a degree in Urban Studies from San Francisco
State University, experience as a Planning Inspector and my desire to make a positive
contribution on my surroundings, I hope to help the Town and its residents continue
to improve the community.
Growing up in the Central Valley, I cherished my visits to the Bay Area and it was an
easy decision to pursue my education here and call the Peninsula home. Outside of work, I spend my time
with family and friends and also enjoy traveling – be it day trips to the coast or extensive adventures like
driving cross-county.
Week one was all I needed to know I had made the right career choice, in the right place. I look forward to
many years of serving the great, green Portola Valley community.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns regarding Planning & Building at 650-851-1700 ext. 216 or
by email cbrown@portolavalley.net.

TYOB! (Trim Your Own Brush)
The Town crew performs annual tree and brush trimming along public roadways to ensure safe pedestrian
and vehicle passage. The Town trims 14’ high above the roadway for vertical vehicle clearance and 3’ back
from the road edge to prevent brush from protruding into the roadway or trail edge.
We encourage residents to do their own trimming to keep their brush behind the edge of the road or trail at
all times. By doing so, residents can control the final appearance of the landscape in front of their property.
Also, when planting trees and plants, residents should avoid placing them in locations that will eventually
grow into the roadway or shoulder, creating an unsafe condition and much more need for ongoing brush removal maintenance. We appreciate your help with this important effort!

Page 5

The Portola Valley Post

New Additional Library Hours
'Libraries are not made; they grow.'
Augustine Birrell (1850-1933)

With a first anniversary already celebrated, the
Portola Valley Library is evolving and thriving
in its permanent environment. New patron registrations are up 114%; self-checking is up 95%;
and with a 200% increase in the number of people visits, the staff is very busy!
With a view to accommodating continued
growth, in January 2010 the Library will
be opening for an additional six hours
per week. New hours will be 11 am—7 pm
Monday to Thursday and 11 am—5pm on Friday
and Saturday. The San Mateo County Library
(a Joint Powers Authority), the Town of Portola
Valley, the Portola Valley Town Council and our
wonderful Library staff have all worked together to achieve these extended times utilizing
the feedback from the recent hours survey. We
hope the Library's patrons will appreciate these
efforts exhaustively.

Longer hours will
perhaps enable patrons to pause and
delight in 'Windy
Hill' by renowned local artist, Ann Hogle
Ann magnanimously
donated this painting
Ann Hogel, artist, with her
to the Friends, feeling
painting “Windy Hill”
it belonged in a public arena beside the
natural landscape which inspired it. We are honored to be the custodian of such a generous community gift.
To contact the Friends of the Portola Valley Library
regarding membership, book donations or sales,
volunteer opportunities etc, please write to: Portola
Valley Library, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley,
CA94028; email: friends@fopvl.org or call (650)
854 1893. Thank you for your continued support.
Friends of the Portola Valley Library

The Revived Cultural Arts Committee
The Cultural Arts Committee was an idea entertained by a group of enthusiastic women in 1997.
Their objective was to bring together the various
cultural interests in the community in order to facilitate communication, interaction, and mutual
support. This cultural arts committee became inactive during the construction of our new Town
Center.
During the past summer, old members and new
enthusiasts joined together to explore the opportunities a new cultural arts committee might offer
Portola Valley as well as pursuing a long-range
goal of establishing a cultural center. For the past
several months meetings have been held under the
direction of Deirdre
Clark (Chair), a
professional designer. The Cultural Arts Commit-

tee welcomes anyone who has an interest in art in
the broadest sense -- painting, music, history,
photography, science, literature -- the goal being
to increase an awareness by sponsoring and supporting local and cultural activities in these areas. Other functions include: organizing an art
faire, offering workshops in various fields, working with the Town Council to discover creative
ways to display art on the Town Center campus,
advising the Town Council on community cultural
art opportunities and activities needing support,
creating an outreach program, and developing
docent programs to provide tours of the Historic
Schoolhouse and Museum. Please come and
check us out!!! Our meetings are once a month,
but a permanent time is yet to be decided as we
are in the process of working with schedules. For
more information call Deirdre Clark 851-9983
dedeisgnz@sbcglobal.net and Susan Thomas 8510844 poodlest@sbcglobal.net.

Top Row L-R: Yvonne Tryce, Mimi Briener, Steve Mara, Sharon Reich, Sue
Chaput, Susan Thomas Bottom Row L –R: Marie Margolin, Deirdre Clark,
Jeannie Goldman, Jeannette Fowler
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The Round American Robin
By Jane Wilson

In 2004, my family moved to Portola Valley from
Cheltenham, Glouchestershire in England, which is
two hours west of London in an area called the Cotswalds. I sent the following letter after a few weeks
here, and called it ‘The Round American Robin’ ‘round’ because my first medical here informed me
that I had lost an inch in height and gained 12 lbs.,
‘American’ because I was here, and ‘Robin’ because
it’s the unofficial, but familiar, British national bird.
Dear Mum and Dad,
Greetings from Sunny California. Except it isn't sunny,
it's raining. It's also quite cold, and thinking it was
warm here, I left all our winter clothes behind. So I
write this in the garden wearing four layers of jumpers, a scarf and two pairs of socks.
The location is stunning. Mountains covered in a mist
from the Pacific first thing in the morning, huge Redwoods and old oak trees (they're called 'vintage' here).
What you forget about valleys and trees, however, are
the midges/mosquitoes. The second day here I
thought our son had chicken-pox, and I didn't know
why I'd come out in so many 'boils' either, unless I had
shingles. It's turned out to be midges, so the lump on
my ankle I thought was a DVT is probably nothing
more than a voracious insect with big fangs. I've
bought the fly killers (banned in the UK) to redress the
number of casualties.
Diet is somewhat different - absolutely no squashes for
the children that don't come in powder form loaded
with sugar, or sausages that are simply made of beef or
pork and most foods seem to be available in only one
size - huge. Crisps are 'chips', chips are 'French Fries',
aubergines are eggplants and courgettes are unfathomably 'zucchinis'. I shouldn't worry too much about
the language differences though, as I have been told by
the school that our daughter will be classified as an
'alien with English as a second language' for the foreseeable future, but I do need to impress upon our kindergarten son the need to ask for an 'eraser' rather
than 'a rubber' in class as it disconcerts his kindergarten teachers.

I'm getting there - but it's taking a while. After I've
washed up, swept the floors and beaten the rugs (no
vacuum yet), I find myself with very little to do until I
collect the children from school. Luckily for me
though, you don't stand in playgrounds to collect the
children anymore. You simply pull the car up to the
kerb and the relevant child is dropped/inserted
through the door (not dissimilar to the McDonalds'
Drive-In concept). Once a month the children have
'Power Breakfasts' (muffins and cocoa) which commence at 7.30 am, and this week at school they have
meetings in the evenings to help the parents cope with
their children's homework?
Some good points are that the plumbing is more logical, efficient and attractive, the refridgerators are big
enough to store the children in, and the deer, raccoons, humming birds, quail, woodpeckers and dark
brown squidgey things are currently a pleasantly distracting novelty. One day I thought I recognized a coyote in the garden and called the lady next door to ask if
they lived in the area. 'Yes', she said, but there was 'no
reason to be frightened because they only go after
small animals and perhaps dogs'! On another day, I
noticed a beige and brown 2 – 3 ft snake with a diamond shaped head on the path. For some unknown
reason I returned to the house and fetched the children and a camera. When we found it again, it had
turned and was going down the hill but now its head
looked thin and pointy. I asked my son's playdate if he
knew what it was, and this is where you appreciate
how sensible five year old children can be, as his response was 'I don't know but I think we should all go
back into the house' . . . . . . It transpired that it was a
Pacific Gopher Snake which flattens its head when
threatened so that it merely appears to be a rattlesnake. Yet, I began to wonder whether I had watched
too many 'Disney'/'Little House on the Prairie' programmes as a child as it had not occurred to me that
either the coyote or snake could be dangerous, and it
would seem I have a vision of America which does not
correlate with my reality.
Love,
Jane
The Round American Robin

Are You Getting Ready to Resurface Your Driveway?
Or, are you planning to install a new driveway? According to Town Guidelines for new driveways, if your driveway has an adjoining horse trail it is your responsibility to roughen, or score the top surface of your driveway,
four feet wide and across the width of your driveway. This simple procedure will help to ensure adequate safety
and traction for equestrians. Please contact Public Works for further details or with any questions you may
have.
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Repaving Grant
Howard Young, the Town's Public Works Director, recently submitted a proposal to obtain federal
stimulus funding to complete needed road repairs. As a result of the submittal, the federal government has given the Town a $196,000 grant from the economic stimulus monies, which has been used
to complete much of the road work that we have seen going on around Town recently on Portola, Westridge, and Cervantes roads.
The cost for this road repair would have been paid out of the Town's General Fund, but through receipt of the federal money, our taxpayers have received a share of the federal money made available
through this nation-wide program. The goal of the program was to stimulate the economy and create
jobs. The Town staff continues to diligently pursue creative solutions to maintaining the Town's infrastructure in the most cost effective and appropriate ways possible.

Thank You, Richard Merk
Councilmember and former Mayor Richard
Merk is stepping down from our Town Council
after three decades of service to our Town. First
elected to our Town Council in 1993, Richard
served on numerous Town committees beginning in 1979. He was a member of Portola Valley’s Planning Commission from 1980-1993.
In his application to serve on the Planning
Commission, Richard mentioned that he had
traveled extensively, hiking in national parks on
all the worlds continents (with the exception of
Antarctica). Having done this, he said that
there was no better “home” to return to than
Portola Valley.
Always a hard-worker, Richard is legendary for
his attention to detail. He has gained a reputation for his firm commitment to proper public
procedure. There is no one more identified
with strong support for Portola Valley’s traditional volunteer system of government and for
protecting our Town’s environment.

Richard Merk’s career as a volunteer did not begin with his service to our Town. In 1967 he traveled to Gabon in Africa where he served as foreman of housing construction for Biafran refugees
at the Albert Schweitzer Hospital compound.
While there, Richard became an adoptive
“parent” to an orphaned gorilla whose parents
had been butchered by poachers. The small,
roughly 20 pound infant gorilla was brought to
the Schweitzer compound. The traumatized
“Massa,” as he came to be known, would only
allow two people to approach, touch or feed him:
Richard and the Schweitzer’s daughter, Rhena.
Even though Massa developed deep bonds with
his caregivers, the Schweitzers knew that other
arrangements would have to be made for him
eventually, as an adult gorilla was beyond what
they could handle at their hospital. Massa was
ultimately placed at the San Diego Zoo, which
had a reputation as an enlightened facility. And
to our Town’s good fortune, Richard “placed”
himself in Portola Valley.
Jon Silver

How We Use portolavalley.net
The six month period of March – September 2009 revealed the increasing popularity of the Town’s
website (portolavalley.net). There was a 35% increase in visits from March to September, but pageviews are down – probably due to users increasing familiarity with the site. The most popular pages
were:
• Employment opportunities at Town Hall
• Class activities at Town Center
• Building and Planning Department pages
• Town staff roster
• Calendar
• Trails pages
• Minutes and agendas pages
• Town Center page
And, various new Blues and BBQ pages, which allowed for online ticket purchase.
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Committees Report Results
The Conservation Committee has worked
this year on the definition of Open Space in the
Town with research into the General Plan. It is
the committee’s goal to tighten and define the
meaning, and to be sure all parcels are clearly defined in a category so appropriate uses are know
by all future citizens of Portola Valley
The Cable and Undergrounding Committee
continues to represent PV subscribers' interests
with Comcast cable TV. Additionally, this past
year the committee has initiated an analysis of
undergrounding utility wires along the Portola/Alpine corridor which had previously been
designated the Town's Undergrounding District
#1. The committee mapped all poles and wires in
the district and has begun an analysis of what sections to underground next.
The Trails and Paths Committee has been
keeping the current trails in great shape along
with building a wonderful new trail on the donated Kersten property, which is located at the
top of the Larry Lane trail at the north side of
Town. This new trail consisting of the Dengler
Preserve and the Joan Targ Loop provides a relaxing wilderness experience for hikers and equestri-

ans to enjoy along with great vista views of the valley
and surrounding area.
The Nature and Science Committee has provided several outstanding programs for the community the last few months, including an Earthquake
Day in October, which included a presentation by
Yvonne Tryce about the San Andreas Fault with emphasis on its local impact, a demonstration by Sheldon Breiner of the new seismograph in the Heritage
Room of the
Town Library,
hands-on earthquake activities
for the children
with Treena Joi,
Corte Madera
science teacher,
and a chance to
view pictures
Sheldon Breiner explains the
and memorabilia
seismograph to Robin Toews
from the 1906
and Yvonne Tryce
earthquake with
Robin Toews.
Upcoming plans include programs on Lyme’s disease, geo-magnetics, and a repeat performance of the
much acclaimed Star Party.

