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IP Address e —
Submission Recorded On 03/14/2024 6:33 PM

Time to Take the Survey 15 minutes, 19 secs.

Page 1

1. First and Last Name

Eric Denys

2. Email address ( will not be publicly displayed)

S

3. Organization ( Enter name of organization, business, or non profit if you are submitting comments on their behalf.)
Not answered

4. Street address ( will not be publicly displayed)

.
5. City

Portola Valley

6. State

CA

7. Zip Code

94028

8. Date of Meeting you are submitting comment for.
03/18/2024

9. Agenda Item number or name
8. Priorities

10. Comment

1. Is the town concerned about the loss of Fire Insurance by many of us. We lost our fire insurance with Farmers (which we had since the early 2000s)
although we are surrounded by open fields. The reason: "Slope and combustable vegetation". There are clearly many more "dangerous canyons" in

Portola Valley. Is it worth doing a survey to assess the problem? What else is the town considering?

2. ATT is abandoning "universal coverage" or some other definition and trying to do away with landlines. We have a landline because we have virtually
no cell phone coverage. We use Wifi with our cell phones. BUT, when there is a power failure (and a disaster), we have no way of communicating withou

a landline. Is this considered a problem in town?

11. Optional: You can upload a copy of your comments.



Submitter DB ID 7189

Paddes  E——

Submission Recorded On 03/14/2024 5:04 PM

Time to Take the Survey 1 minutes, 36 secs.

Page 1

1. First and Last Name

Ronny Krashinsky

2. Email address ( will not be publicly displayed)

e

3. Organization ( Enter name of organization, business, or non profit if you are submitting comments on their behalf.)
Not answered

4. Street address ( will not be publicly displayed)

5. City

Portola Valley

6. State

CA

7. Zip Code

94028

8. Date of Meeting you are submitting comment for.
03/18/2024

9. Agenda Item number or name

3. PRIORITY SETTING AGENDA

10. Comment

PDF attached.

11. Optional: You can upload a copy of your comments.

PV TC 3_18 comments.pdf



3/14/2024
Dear Town Council,

In your upcoming goals setting workshop please prioritize sustainability with concrete goals. |
have three to recommend:

1. Hire a replacement for Brandi de Garmeaux. PV sustainability initiatives are languishing
since her departure.

2. We adopted an all-electric ordinance in 2021, but since then such ordinances have been
overturned by a court ruling. Other communities such as Palo Alto are mitigating the
impact by pursuing alternative “One Margin” reach codes, and we should do the same.
Refer to:

a. Palo Alto stops enforcing all-electric building requirement
b. San Mateo County halts all-electric mandate

3. We were working on a Climate Action Plan in 2022, but the effort has seemingly been
abandoned. Most communities in San Mateo County already have a CAP, for example:
Woodside.

Regards,
Ronny Krashinsky


https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2024/02/27/palo-alto-stops-enforcing-all-electric-building-requirement/
https://www.smdailyjournal.com/news/local/san-mateo-county-halts-all-electric-mandate/article_95097a72-e01c-11ee-a1aa-5b0a91e967ca.html
https://woodsideca.gov/229/Climate-Action-Plan
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IP Address .

Submission Recorded On 03/15/2024 11:06 AM

Time to Take the Survey 10 minutes, 42 secs.

Page 1

1. First and Last Name

Patty Dewes

2. Email address ( will not be publicly displayed)

]

3. Organization ( Enter name of organization, business, or non profit if you are submitting comments on their behalf.)
Historic Resources Committee

4. Street address ( will not be publicly displayed)

e ——
5. City

Portola Valley

6. State

CA

7. Zip Code

94028

8. Date of Meeting you are submitting comment for.
03/18/2024

9. Agenda Item number or name
Public Comments

10. Comment

Priority setting for 2024/25: The Historic Resroucces committee has an enourmos amount of archived data regarding the hisotyr of this area, the Town
of Portola Valley, it's people, events, etc. We have pictures, news articles, original documents and many physical items. It has long been our intention to
make these items available to our residents as an online resource they they could search, read and most of all enjoy. Of course certain security measures
would need to be considered in terms of privacy, read only, etc. The Committee would need IT resources to enable us to understand the scope, difficulty
challenges, etc of accomplishing this task. For Phase 1 of this proposed project, the Comiittee would like to ask for some liIT resources to help us develo

plan that could be reviewed by the Town Council. The plan would include resources needed, timing, funding etc. Thanks for your consideration.

11. Optional: You can upload a copy of your comments.
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IP Address
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Time to Take the Survey 9 minutes, 43 secs.

Page 1

1. First and Last Name

Patty Dewes

2. Email address ( will not be publicly displayed)

R

3. Organization ( Enter name of organization, business, or non profit if you are submitting comments on their behalf.)
Parks and Rec Committee

4. Street address ( will not be publicly displayed)

————
5. City

Portola Valley

6. State

CA

7. Zip Code

94028

8. Date of Meeting you are submitting comment for.
03/18/2024

9. Agenda Item number or name
Public Comments

10. Comment

Priority Setting for 2024/2025: Parks and Recreation maintains an ongoing list of possible opportunitites for expanded Parks and Recreational facilities
resources, etc that could benefit our residents. Some ideas: A dog park, additional courts and/or dedicated courts for Pickleball, basketball, an udpated
Little People's Park, Bocce anyone?? Additionally, it's beecoming clear that many of our facilities are dated and/or significanly overused/underused. We
have limited space and resources (Public Works) so we need to prioritize. It's been almost 20 years since we opened the Town Center and while it has
served us very well, we believe it's time to take a step back and evaluate our overal use of this space. Specifially, we believe we need to engage a "working
group” to look into updating our General Plan with specific focus on the Town Center. We feel this is necessary before we make any specific decisions

about one more components of the Town Center. Thanks for your consideration. .

11. Optional: You can upload a copy of your comments.



To the Portola Town Council.

| listened to last night’s presentation by the Fire Marshall to the Woodside Town Council of the WFPD’s
proposed Ordinance 24-01. The Fire Marshall and the Ordinance rely heavily on two California statutes,
much more limited in scope than the proposed Ordinance.

By applying the proposed Ordinance to “all” properties in the fire district, it goes well beyond the
categories of at risk properties identified in both Public Resources Code Section 4291 and Government
Code Section 51182 and what those State codes “require”. Any suggestion that either of these code
sections “require” the fire district to go this far should be rejected.

In the case of Section 4291, it identifies properties with a “building or structure in, upon, or adjoining

a mountain area, forest-covered lands, shrub-covered lands, grass-covered lands, or land that is covered
with flammable material, which area or land is within a state responsibility area...” Particular attention
should be given to the repetitious use of the qualifying term “covered” in this code section, suggesting
by “covered”, the legislature intended it to mean that very dense, carpet-like coverage of forest, shrubs,
grass, and flammable material must be present in immediate proximity to a building or structure for it to
be considered as at risk by this code section. Many, if not the majority, of buildings or structures in
Portola Valley do not adjoin a mountain area and do not fall within any of the other categories listed. By
nevertheless expanding the application of the proposed ordinance to every parcel in Portola Valley and
the fire district, this ordinance should be considered as originating from the Fire District Board and its
staff, and not merely carrying out state law mandate.

The same is true of Section 51182 similarly cited by the Fire Marshall as a mandate for its proposed
actions here. It is adds further limiting qualifiers that the land on which an occupied dwelling or
occupied structure musr be located in an “area or land ... within a very high fire hazard severity zoned
designated by the local agency pursuant to Government Code Section 51179.” By comparison, it is
evident that the categories of properties listed in Section 51179 are even more limited than those in
section 4291. Also, most of the parcels in Portola Valley are not located in a “very high fire hazard
severity zone” as designated by our Town Council under Section 51179.

The point here is to emphasize that our Fire District is presenting an Ordinance in scope not required by
state law and well beyond the applicable coverage of state law. Additionally, it is a redlined derivation
form a state wide one size fits all “model defensible space program...made available for use by local
agencies”, drafted by staff at the State Marshall’s office, but not blessed by any legislative body. It is
certainly not what state law requires our Fire District to enact. In short, our Fire District is all on its own
here as the originator of this proposed Ordinance. Its actions should be viewed in that light, with
emphasis on its duty to thoroughly expose all aspects of this Ordinance to the entire Fire District
community before enacting it. Every indication seems to be that otherwise this will be a complete
surprise to the vast majority of property owners in the district who will bear the significant burdens as
this Ordinance is enforced.

There are other significant concerns | am sure you will hear about regarding the discordant effect this
will have on neighbor to neighbor and Town interactions; the chilling effect this could have on
development of ADU’s with 4 foot setbacks and meeting RHNA numbers; extensive new disclosures and
escrow closing delays and failures when selling property not meeting Ordinance requirements;



extensive costs of compliance not yet even estimated by the Fire District; the plethora of applications

and appeals to be expected for modifications of Ordinance requirements by upset homeowners; and of
utmost concern, the radical effect implementation of this Ordinance may have on the rural character of
the Town and the district area which so many have worked so hard for so long to protect and preserve.

| urge the Council to use whatever influence and persuasion it can muster to delay the second reading
and adoption of this Ordinance now calendared for the Fire District’s next meeting.

Kent Mitchell
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