TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY Jennifer Hammer, Chair
Wildfire Preparedness Wanda Ginner, Member
. . MJ Lee, Member
Committee Meeting
October 16, 2024
4 p.m.-6 p.m.

SPECIAL MEETING
HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE- 775 PORTOLA RD. — PORTOLA VALLEY, CA
REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-
person meetings. A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town
cannot guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation
results, attending the meeting in-person is advised.

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net. Notification 48 hours
prior to the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM

To access the meeting by computer:
https://lus06web.zoom.us/j/88055234962?pwd=mLjt5hOEooUunrpj9BL09kFb6eBOHF.1

Webinar ID: 880 5523 4962
Passcode: 981530

To access the meeting by phone:
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free)

Mute/Unmute — Press *6 / Raise Hand — Press *9

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Speakers' time is limited to three minutes.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a. June 19th

4. NEW BUSINESS:

a. Fire Marshall updates

b. Fire Marshall home hardening presentation.

c. Update on WPC'’s final report and recommendation concerning decking surfaces and PV
ordinance 2022-447 709A.3 Decking Surfaces.

d. Discuss PV insurance change tracking form project and approve post card for mailing in
November.

e. Presentation on obtaining a IBHS Wildfire Prepared Home certificate

f. Revised meeting schedule

5. SUBCOMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE LIAISON UPDATES:
a. Conservation Committee update
b. Mitigation Subcommittee update
c. Finance and Insurance Subcommittee update

6. OTHER BUSINESS/STANDING ITEMS
a. Agenda for next month
b. Quorum Check for meeting

7. ADJOURNMENT
The next regularly scheduled meeting date TBD


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88055234962?pwd=mLjt5hQEooUunrpj9BL09kFb6eB0HF.1
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Land Acknowledgement:

The Town of Portola Valley acknowledges the colonial history of this land we dwell upon—the unceded territory of
the Ramaytush (rah-my-toosh) Ohlone, Tamien Nation, and Muwekma (mah-WEK-mah) Ohlone, who endured a
human and cultural genocide that included removal from their lands and their sacred relationship to the land. Portola
Valley recognizes that we profit from the commaodification of land seized from indigenous peoples and now bear the
ecological consequences. We seek to understand the impact of these legacies on all beings and to find ways to make
repair.



REV 1 - FINAL

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

Wildfire Preparedness Committee
Wednesday June 19, 2024 - 4:00 PM
Hybrid on Zoom

765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

ACTION MINUTES

A recording of the meeting is here
The meeting Agenda Packet is here

Call to Order at 4:00 PM: Chair Jennifer Hammer

1.

Roll Call

Present: Nona Chiariello, Wanda Ginner, Jennifer Hammer, MJ Lee, Council
Liaison Craig Taylor

Absent. None

Guests: None

Oral Communications for items not on the agenda

Chair Hammer announced Dee Bailey has had to resign from the committee. Dee
brought much passion and commitment to the WPC and will be sorely missed. A
new member is needed; please apply via the Town volunteer page or contact
Jennifer.

There was no public comment.

Approve Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of May-15-2024 were approved unanimously M/S Ginner / Chiariello

NEW BUSINESS

4. Fire Marshal Update — Fire Marshal Kim Giuliacci

The 24-01 inspections started June 1%, Residents of Zones 1-4 are asked to call
WFPD to schedule these so that they can be home when the inspectors come by.
Most questions are about Zone Zero. There are still a lot of weeds and dry grass
around the district, and they will be posting warnings on properties to get the work
done by July 1%t (Note: residents outside of Zones 1-4 should no longer request
preliminary inspections right now, see item 5 below.)

The N-5 Sensor 1-year pilot program is targeted for installation in the Palo Alto
hills, Jasper Ridge, and WFPD starting Jul-27-2024. These sensors do not have
cameras and do not have public access.


https://youtu.be/F1DODXd03gA?si=t1n1FRb_VlbPg6-v
https://www.portolavalley.net/home/showpublisheddocument/18436/638536982431200000
https://www.portolavalley.net/town-government/town-committees

WFPD will publish an e-newsletter to which residents can subscribe.

. Review: A Guide to Defensible Space and Home Hardening: An interpretation of
the Fuel Mitigation Ordinance No. 24-01

WPC members made the following comments:

Last year, Wanda Ginner received a written inspection report but still has trouble
interpreting its recommendations. FM Giuliacci said this used the old format, but
now that Fire Aside is in use, the inspector's name will be included for follow-up.

Nona Chiariello expressed appreciation that the 24-01 guide included all the
changes/suggestions made by the Conservation Committee. They are going to
incorporate defensible space into their native habitat program.

Chair Hammer noted the guide no longer recommends that residents schedule a
jump-start inspection before their inspection year, but instead says to do a self-
assessment. FM Giuliacci said that because 24-01 was adopted so late, they are
behind schedule inspecting 2,000 homes. A self-assessment tool will be posted on
the WFPD website.

Chair Hammer noted that page 6 lacks requirements for Zone 1 and 2. FM
Giuliacci will correct.

Chair Hammer noted that page 12 says all junipers should be removed within 10
feet of a driveway, but this is not a 24-01 requirement. FM Giuliacci says it is a
suggestion now, but she would like to make this a requirement in a future update
to the ordinance.

. Update on WPC'’s final report and recommendation concerning decking surfaces
and PV ordinance 2022-447 709A.3 Decking Surfaces

Chair Hammer reported that Town Manager Sharif Etman supports this report from
the Mitigation subcommittee, and he suggested that TC Liaison Craig Taylor move
it to the next step by taking it to a Council meeting for approval. Craig thought the
procedure for a building ordinance change was to go from Building & Planning to
staff to Council. He will follow-up.

Followup Note: MJ Lee to follow-up with Craig in case there are any questions.

. Discuss and vote on home insurance policy tracking form project including
boosting participation, final draft, and reporting strategies

Chair Hammer reported that Sharif has approved the insurance tracking form. The
form will be hosted under a new WPC gmail account. She presented the release
process and schedule with a launch in July. Results will be reported in
subcommittee updates. Craig Taylor noted the results will be the vehicle for
reporting insurance issues in Housing Element plans going forward.

The motion to move ahead with the insurance form in its current state was
approved unanimously. M/S Ginner / Chiariello



Chair Hammer summarized her learnings from a Jun-11-2024 webinar by United
Policyholders.

SUBCOMMITTEE AND STAFF/LIAISON UPDATES

8. Conservation Committee Update — Nona Chiariello
No additional updates

9. Mitigation Subcommittee Update — MJ Lee

Westridge Firewise was approved, which increases Firewise coverage to 46% of
the Town. Many thanks to Patty Dewes for her leadership in getting this large
community approved. Nona made a GIS map of the Firewise coverage. After
additional tweaking, this map could be included on the WPC page.

With Dee Bailey’s resignation, the Mitigation subcommittee is on pause until a new
WPC member is appointed.

10.Finance and Insurance Subcommittee Update — Jennifer Hammer
No additional updates

11.Meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM. Next meeting Wed Jul-17-2024 at 4:00 PM.
/s/ MJ Lee


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoGvo17njJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoGvo17njJE
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