
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
Ad Hoc Site Evaluation 

Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, November 19, 2024  

5:00 PM 

Mary Hufty, Councilmember             
Ronny Krashinsky, Planning Commission 
Danna Breen, ASCC 
Karen Askey, Resident 
Nona Chiarello, Resident 
Joslyn Gray, Resident 
Karen Vahtra, Resident

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM 

To access the meeting by computer: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86117200888?pwd=NvFPXraWtZJ87IW2bgNoKVNjLwTmfZ.1 

Webinar ID:  861 1720 0888 

Passcode: 347398 

To access the meeting by phone: 
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free)

Mute/Unmute – Press *6 / Raise Hand – Press *9 

HYBRID MEETING 
A G E N D A 

HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE – 765 PORTOLA ROAD, PORTOLA VALLEY, CA 

REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-person 
meetings.  A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town cannot 
guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation results, 
attending the meeting in-person is advised.  

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need 
special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at 
towncenter@portolavalley.net.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable 
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
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1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

Persons wishing to address the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee on any subject not on the
agenda may do so now. Please note however, that the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee is not
able to undertake extended discussion or action tonight on items not on the agenda. Comments
will be limited to three (3) minutes per person.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

4. COMMITTEE DISCUSSION
a. Election of Chair and Vice Chair

b. Receive Update on Committee Requirements and Timelines from Interim Planning and
Building Director Terrence Grindal

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86117200888?pwd=NvFPXraWtZJ87IW2bgNoKVNjLwTmfZ.1
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c. Review Graduated Decision-Making Grid

d. Review and Discuss the Material from the Outreach Committee Presentation to Town
Council.

i. Outreach Subcommittee Report September 11, 2024
ii. Subcommittee Report on Selection of Members October 30, 2024

e. Discuss Finance Committee Liaison or Other Options.

f. Discuss Schedule and Timeline

5. COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

a. Committee Reports

b. Staff Reports

6. ADJOURNMENT
a. The next regular Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Meeting will be held Tuesday December 3,

2024, at 5:00pm

************************************************************************************************************************************* 
Land Acknowledgement: 
The Town of Portola Valley acknowledges the colonial history of this land we dwell upon—the unceded territory of the Ramaytush (rah-
my-toosh) Ohlone, Tamien Nation, and Muwekma (mah-WEK-mah) Ohlone, who endured a human and cultural genocide that included 
removal from their lands and their sacred relationship to the land. Portola Valley recognizes that we profit from the commodification of 
land seized from indigenous peoples and now bear the ecological consequences. We seek to understand the impact of these 
legacies on all beings and to find ways to make repair. 
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TO:  Mayor and Members of the Town Council 
 
FROM:   Judith Hasko and Mary Hufty 
 
DATE: September 11, 2024 
 
RE:  Final Outreach Committee Report 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
In April 2024, the Town Council adopted a Post-Adoption Plan timeline establishing steps to be 
taken to effect the Sunrise Provision of the Post-Adoption Plan.  Among various steps that the 
timeline included was the formation of a subcommittee of the Town Council to perform preliminary 
evaluations of sites for affordable housing that may serve as alternatives for building the units 
designated to be built on the Dorothy Ford Park and Open Space location in the Town’s Housing 
Element. 
 
After making significant efforts to conduct outreach, the Outreach Subcommittee hereby submits 
its final high-level report of opportunities identified during its process that should be considered 
by the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee (the “Ad-Hoc Committee”) that is proposed to be formed 
in September 2024.   

 TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
 

Outreach Subcommittee Report 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
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DISCUSSION 

Mary Hufty and Judith Hasko were appointed as a subcommittee of the Town Council to conduct 
outreach to identify potential sites as affordable housing locations within Portola Valley that may 
serve as alternative sites to those designated in our Housing Element to be built at Dorothy Ford Park 
and Open Space, pursuant to the Sunrise Provisions of the Town’s Housing Element.   
 
The Process. The subcommittee has built upon the hard work already done by so many Town 
residents and consultants, as well as Town staff and Town Council, Commission and Committee 
members. We have conducted our outreach with an open mind, recognizing that development may 
occur in a variety of ways, as infill or as multifamily building projects and be supported by a variety 
of federal, state and local funding sources.   
 
We focused in particular on identifying sites that have potential for multifamily affordable housing 
suitable for low and very low income housing units.  Our outreach efforts were not informed by 
extensive analyses of feasibility of building out specific sites, which we believe requires expert input 
and more information than was available to us.  We anticipate that the Ad Hoc Committee will select 
certain potential alternative sites meriting more in-depth analysis.  We suggest that as the Ad Hoc 
Committee focuses its work on a smaller set of sites, that it consider whether to recommend to the 
Town various means of obtaining important information to inform their efforts, including potentially 
engaging experts to provide feasibility, geotechnical, economic and other insights in an efficient and 
cost-effective manner. 
 
We have completed our efforts and now submit a final report to inform future outreach efforts to 
be continued by an Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee that the Town Council will appoint pursuant 
to the Post-Adoption Plan. During this process we have prioritized gaining the trust and respect of 
those with whom we have interacted through honest communication of risks, timelines, and the 
range of opportunities, and our need to preserve the values reflected in our General Plan.  We will 
remain available to facilitate the handoff of our work product and related materials to the Ad Hoc 
Committee.  
 
Summary of potential sites.  See Appendix A for a summary of sites we discussed and preliminarily 
evaluated.   
 
Our outreach efforts critically depended on people feeling free to discuss their views without 
committing to a particular outcome at an early stage. As such, optimizing the potential success of 
our efforts required us to have preliminary discussions in confidence. Therefore, our list of parcels 
in Appendix A does not include identifying characteristics of each site that suggest to be evaluated 
in more detail.  We expect each parcel owner to be contacted prior to the engagement of the Ad 
Hoc Committee to confirm their willingness to have their parcel included in a more detailed 
disclosure of potential housing sites.  Those that are willing to have such disclosure made will be 
included in a more detailed listing that our Subcommittee will share with the Ad Hoc Committee. 
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Preliminary List of Funding Sources and Partners. Throughout the course of our work, we met 
with and discussed Portola Valley’s housing needs with potential sources of financial or other 
support for affordable housing (both for-profit and non-profit). See Appendix B for a list of these 
entities, which is only provided for convenience for use by the Ad Hoc Committee and other future 
Post-Adoption Plan efforts.    
 
Town-Owned Properties. We also attach as Appendix C the list of Town-owned sites that were 
evaluated in the course of prior efforts by the Town for affordable housing.  Our subcommittee 
has included some of these sites in our work product, some of which are included in Appendix A 
for further evaluation by the Ad Hoc Committee, but we have not performed any specific analyses 
to assess their viability for affordable housing sites.  We wanted to include this prior list to 
consolidate information that may be useful for the Town in implementing the Post-Adoption Plan. 
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Appendix A: Outreach Subcommittee:  Final Site Inventory 
 
Note:  For the below chart, 1= High priority, 5=low priority, based on a variety of factors, including 
owner interest, known challenges to feasibility on legal, geologic or other bases.  Priority is not 
intended to convey any intent to pursue any particular parcel at this time, but is intended to address 
which opportunities are going to be more or less feasible based on information obtained by the 
subcommittee.    
 
 

Area, Size (Acres) Number of Parcels Priority Range 

Alpine Corridor, 5 or 
less 

6 1-5 

Alpine Corridor, >5 2 4 or 5 

Portola Corridor, 5 or 
less 

6 1-4 

Portola Corridor, >5 7 1-5 

Lost Trancos Corridor, 
5 or less 

3   4 or 5 

Los Trancos Corridor, 
>5 

1 4 

Westridge Corridor, 5 
or less 

1 5 
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Appendix B:   Potential Funding Sources and Partners 

Source 

Jamboree 

Serra Capital 

Palo Alto Housing Corp 

ALTA 

In lieu Housing Fund 
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Appendix C:  Town-Owned Property List from Prior Work 
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7/26/2017

ID # APN # Size (ac) Description Zoning District Land Use Category History Sewer/Septic Geo 

Category 

Other Notes Legal Issues

1 076‐270‐080

076‐270‐050

11.19 Town Center R‐E/3.5A/SD‐2/D‐R Community Park PV School District sold land to Town in 1976 for 

$120,000.

Sewer line on 

Portola Road

Pf/Sun • Portola Road scenic corridor

• Fault line over portions of parcel

2 079‐123‐120 4.580 Rossotti Field and Parking OA(R‐E/1A/SD‐1) Community Park In January 1981, the Town purchased the prooperty from 

Beltramo and Rossotti for $312,000.  Condition is for land 

to be used only for parking, recreational or open space 

purposes.  The agrement notes that "open space 

purposes" shall not be construed to include residential 

uses. 

Sewer line on 

Alpine Road 

Sun • Only regulation‐sized soccer field in Town; well‐used

• Annual parking lot lease with Alpine Beer Garden

•  In Los Trancos Creek setback area (55 ft from top of bank)

• 2 equestrian easements

• Alpine Road scenic corridor

• Sale Agreement prohibit residential use

3 077‐272‐010 7.67 Ford Field and Open Space 

Preserve

OA(R‐E/2A/SD‐2) Community Park Grant Deed dated 2/24/71 to acquire land from Hare 

Brewer and Kelley for $90,000.  (Reso. 34‐1965)

Sewer line on 

Alpine Road 

Sun • Baseball diamond and parking lot

• In Los Trancos Creek setback area

• Public Park, scenic corridor, well‐used Alpine Trail 

• Ingress/egress driveway easement (Kelly property)

4 076‐280‐140 3.03 Springdown Open Space 

(parcel 1)

R‐E/3.5A/SD‐2/D‐R Community 

Park/Preserve

Agreement of Sale with the Goodsteins dated  April 7, 

2000, purchased land for $1,625,000

Sewer line on 

Portola Road

Sbr/Pf Open space preserve, half of the open space.  See parcel ID #31.  Deeded for Open Space purposes. Grant 

Deed June 29, 1982

9 077‐272‐020 0.250 Land: 0 Alpine OA(R‐E/2A/SD‐2) Community Park ~20' x 150 long narrow strip of easement next to Ford 

Field, 18‐RSM‐PG048

Sewer line on 

Alpine Road 

Sun

10 076‐192‐260 0.700 Land: 0 South Court R‐E/1A/SD‐1a Conservation 

Residential

Motmans gave the land to the Town for open space 

purposes 2/26/1976.

Septic Md/Pd Landslide Parcel at top of wayside road

11 080‐250‐430 0.160 Land: 0 Alpine PC/2A/SD‐1 Open Residential Irregular remainder parcel surrounded by blue oaks open 

space

Septic Ps Remainder parcel, PV Ranch.  Encumbered by an open space 

easement limiting the use of the property to open space and 

computable uses (e.g. agricultural use, grazing).  It does provide that 

the open space easement could be abandoned pursuant to Section 

51061.

12 080‐250‐160 16.04 Land: 0 Alpine (Bovet Pk, 

Parcel C)

PC/2A/SD‐1 Scenic Corridor & 

Greenway

Grant Deed 3/12/68 dedicated to Town for road 

easement

Sun/Pd/P

s/Md

Long narrow strip of land along Alpine road ROW.   Max width ~100' 

with alpine road running through the land.

Deeded for Parks and Recreation 

purposes. Grant Deed September 5, 

1975

13 080‐250‐440 0.700 Land: 0 Alpine (Portion 

Parcel 2 of PM)

PC/2A/SD‐1 Open Residential Irregular remainder parcel surrounded by blue oaks open 

space

Septic Sbr/Ps  Remainder parcel, PV Ranch.  Encumbered by an open space 

easement limiting the use of the property to open space and 

computable uses (e.g. agricultural use, grazing).  It does provide that 

the open space easement could be abandoned pursuant to Section 

51061.

14 076‐192‐090 1.150 Land: 0 Wayside R‐E/1A/SD‐1a Conservation 

Residential

Burroughs property dedicated to the Town as 

neighborhood preserve, December 31, 1974

Septic Md Landslide parcel

15 080‐511‐050 0.980 Land: 0 Valley Oak (Lot T, 1' 

strip PVR)

PC/2A/SD‐1 Conservation 

Residential

Lot T of PV Ranch, ROW along Valley Oak St. Septic Sun 1' strip of land that runs along valley oak

16 076‐184‐030 0.980 Land: 0 Wayside R‐E/1A/SD‐1a Conservation 

Residential

Town acquired as Open space preserve October 4, 1974 Septic Md Woodside Highlandds landslide parcels given to town

17 076‐181‐150 2.040 Land: 0 Buena Vista R‐E/1A/SD‐1a Conservation 

Residential

Town acquired as Open space preserve October 4, 1974 Septic Md Woodside Highlandds landslide parcels given to town

18 076‐181‐160 2.060 Land: 0 Wayside R‐E/1A/SD‐1a Conservation 

Residential

Town acquired as Open space preserve October 4, 1974 Septic/TBD 

County

Md Woodside Highlandds landslide parcels given to town

19 076‐330‐050 0.30 Land: 0 Skyline M‐R/7.5A/SD‐3/DR Scenic Corridor & 

Greenway

 Landslide property  Septic Pmw • Intersection of old la honda road and skyline, corner of 

intersection.    Used to be centerline of Old Ridge Road ROW.  

Remainder parcel. 

• Skyline is a scenic highway, no tree or vegetation  removal within 

100'

• Pmw geo designation: steep to very steep slopes, fractured 

bedrock

Town‐Owned Property Assessment Report
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TO:  Mayor and Members of the Town Council 
 
FROM:   Judith Hasko and Mary Hufty 
 
DATE: October 30, 2024 
 
RE: Subcommittee Report on Selection of Members of the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation 

Committee 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Accept the appointments of Karen Askey, Nona Chiarello, Joselyn Gray, and Karen Vahtra 
to serve on the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee with the appointed member of the ASCC, 
the Planning Commission, and the Town Council to satisfy the needs of the Post Adoption 
Sunrise Provision of the Housing Element. The Town Council must select its representative 
to the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee to complete the selection process. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Our Subcommittee of the Town Council was asked to interview potential resident members 
of an Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee to evaluate alternative sites for affordable housing 
to replace the Dorothy Ford Open Space and Park in our Housing Element.  This Ad Hoc 
Committee formation is part of the efforts included in the Sunrise Provision of the Post-
Adoption Plan approved by the Town Council.  The Town Council agreed to select a group 
of 7 individuals for the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee: One member of the Town 
Council, one member of the Planning Commission, one member of the ASCC, and four 
resident members.  The Town Council will select its member in a future meeting, and the 
Planning Commission selected Ronny Krashinsky as its representative, with Lynda 
Brothers as the alternate, while the ASCC selected Danna Breen as its representative, with 
Rebecca Flynn as the alternate. We describe our process and summarize our 
recommendation for appointing the four resident members below. 

 TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
 

Subcommittee Recommendation for 
Selection of Ad Hoc Site Evaluation 
Committee Members 

 
 

    
 

 

11 of 34



    Page 2 
 

 
DISCUSSION 

Process.  The Town solicited residents interested in participating in the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation 
Committee by asking applicants to fill out a preliminary questionnaire.  We were very pleased to see 
that we had 11 strong applicants:  Peter Lipman, Patricia McCrory, Nona Chiarello, Ed Holland, 
Karen Vahtra, Ed McGavin, Joslyn Gray, M.J. Lee, James Rooney, Judith Murphy and Karen Askey.  
Of those, Ed Holland and M.J. Lee elected to withdraw their candidacy after more detailed 
discussions of the role the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee would serve. We interviewed the 
remaining candidates in 20 minute slots over several days between October 11th and October 25th.  

Recommendation.  We recommend the following as members of the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation 
Subcommittee, based on criteria including prior experience volunteering with the Town, familiarity 
with Town’s Housing Element and the goals of the Sunrise Provision of the Post-Adoption Plan and 
the ability to bring different perspectives and experience relevant to affordable housing in Town:   

Karen Askey 

Nona Chiarello 

Joslyn Gray 

Karen Vahtra 

The Subcommittee would like to thank all of the excellent applicants for being willing to step up for 
the Town for this important role.  We are fortunate to have so many volunteers in Town who bring 
enormous talent and energy to help us address important issues facing us at this time.  

Next Steps.  We recommend an initial meeting the week of November 18th.  Our Subcommittee will 
prepare transition documentation to assist the Ad Hoc Site Evaluation Committee members in 
commencing its activities.  
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