Town of Portola Valley Plant Lists

The following pages contain lists of recommended and discouraged plants for the Town of Portola Valley.
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Discouraged Plants 6.1-6.3
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x Non-Native &
& -

Perennial Low Water

\
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* Fire hazard is indicated, where known, based on existing fire safe literature and the following criteria:

Low Fire Hazard*
High Fire Hazard*
Undefined

Varies

"High fire hazard" plants have characteristics that can make them highly flammable, such as very small leaves, dense twiggy growth, and aromatic oils.

"Low fire hazard" plants have characteristics that make them less likely or slower to catch fire.

High fire hazard plants can be appropriate in some gardens with adequate consideration for location, maintenance and irrigation.

For additional information and resources, see the Conservation Committee's guidelines for Understory Habitat and Defensible Space
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Annuals / Summer Dormant Perennials
For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire

Scientific Name Common Name Native  Native Use  Hazard* Notes
Anaphalis margaritacea California Everlasting PV \ /\

A
Brodiaea elegans Elegant Brodiaea pv \ \
Brodiaea terrestris Dwarf Brodiaea PV \ i\/
Calochortus albus Fairy Lanterns PV \ /!\
Calochortus argillosa Clay Mariposa Lily PV \ /!
Calochortus luteus Yellow Mariposa Lily PV \ /\\\
Chlorogalum pomeridianum Soap Plant PV \ /\
Clarkia purpurea Four spot PV \ ‘
Clarkia rubicunda Farewell to Spring PV \ /\
Clarkia unguiculata Elegant Clarkia PV \ G
Claytonia spp. Miner's Lettuce Pv \ i\ Local species: C. perfoliata and C. parviflora
Collinsia heterophylla Chinese Houses PV \ (/ \

n
Cynoglossum grande Western Hound's Tongue PV \ //
Dodecatheon clevelandii Lowland Shooting Star PV \ !\
Dodecatheon hendersonii Shooting Star PV \ /!
Eriogonum gracile Slender Woolly Buckwheat PV \ /!
Eriogonum luteolum Golden Buckwheat PV \ !\

A
Eschscholzia californica California Poppy PV \ /i Perennial with water
Fritillaria lanceolata Mission Bells, Checker Lily PV \ Q
Gilia tricolor Tricolor Gilia PV \ Q
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Annuals / Summer Dormant Perennials

For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Native  Native Use  Hazard* Notes
Lasthen'a spp. Goldields PV \ \ \/ Local species: L. californica and L. glabrata
Layia platyglossa Tidy Tips PV \ /!
Leptosiphon androsaceus Common Linanthus PV \ /!
Leptosiphon grandiflorus Mountain Phlox PV \ /!\
Leptosiphon parviflorus Small Flowered Linanthus PV \ /'
Lilium pardalinum Leopard Lily, Tiger Lily PV \ Q
Limnanthes douglasii Meadowfoam PV \ ?
Linum lewisii Western Blue Flax PV \ ‘
Lupinus bicolor Miniature Lupine PV \ 2\
Lupinus formosus Summer Lupine PV \ Q
Lupinus microcarpus Chick Lupine PV \ Q
Lupinus nanus Sky Lupine PV \ ’\
Lupinus succulentus Arroyo Lupine PV \ Q
Nemophila menziesii Baby Blue Eyes PV \ /!\
Orthocarpus densiflora Owl's Clover PV \ /!
Orthocarpus purpurascens Purple Owl's Clover PV \ /!
Phacelia spp. Phacelia PV \ !\ Includes both annuals and perennials
A
Ranunculus californicus California Buttercup PV \ /i
Silene californica California Indian Pink PV \ ‘
Thalictrum fendleri Meadow Rue PV \ Q
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Annuals / Summer Dormant Perennials
For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Toxicoscordion fremontii Star Lily PV \ \ \/
A
Triteleia hyacinthina White Brodiaea PV \ \
Triteleia laxa Ithuriel's Spear PV \ i/\/
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Grasses / Grasslike

For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Calamagrostis foliosa Leafy Reed Grass W \ ‘ L
Carex pansa Dune Sedge \W \ L Lawn substitute
Carex praegracilis Clustered Field Sedge W \ L
Danthonia californica California Oat Grass W PV \ L
Festuca californica California Fescue \W PV \ Q L
Festuca rubra Red Fescue \W PV \ /!\ L
Iris douglasiana Douglas Iris \W g PV \ /!\ L
Iris fernaldii Fernald's Iris \W g PV \ A L
Iris longipetala Central Coast Iris \W . PV \ /!\ L
Iris macrosiphon Ground Iris W H PV \ @ L
Juncus patens Spreading Rush \W PV \ Q L
Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass W \ Q \%
Nolina bigelovii Beargrass Q \W \ \/ \\: L
Nolina parryi Parry's Nolina g W \ f\ L
Sisyrinchium bellum Blue Eyed Grass &H W PV \ /\\ L grasslike perennial
Sisyrinchium californicum Yelloweyed Grass H W PV \ Q L grasslike perennial
Stipa lepida Foothill Needlegrass W PV \ /\ L
Stipa pulchra Purple Needlegrass W PV \ \/ f L CA state grass
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Perennials and Groundcovers
For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Achillea millefolium Yarrow o PV \ Q L Lawn substitute
Aquilegia formosa Western Columbine &H PV \ Q L
Arctostaphylos spp. Manzanita o . Some \ - \' Low growing forms can be low fire hazard
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry attie \ ‘ \' Can be low fire hazard with irrigation and maintenance
Atristolochia californica Dutchman's Pipe \ Q L Evergreen, twining vine
Armeria maritima Common Thrift aston \ ‘ L
Asarum caudatum Wild Ginger aston PV \ ‘ L
Baccharis pilularis Dwarf Coyote Brush -! PV \ Q H Some varieties can be low fire hazard
Berberis aquifolium var. repens  Creeping Oregon Grape attie ‘ \ & L
Carex pansa Dune Sedge W \ z L Lawn substitute
Carex praegracilis Clustered Field Sedge \W \ ‘ L
Ceanothus spp. California lilac ;! Q Some \ - Vv Some varieties are low fire hazard
Clematis lasiantha Chaparral clematis PV \ 6 u Deciduous, twining vine
Clematis ligusticifolia Virgin's Bower PV \ ‘ u Deciduous, twining vine
Clinopodium douglasii Yerba Buena e PV \ e L
Clintonia andrewsiana Red Bead Lily PV \ ; L
Cynoglossum grande Western Hound's Tongue PV \ /\ L
Dicentra formosa Western Bleeding Heart &H PV \ Q L
Dodecatheon clevelandii Lowland Shooting Star PV \ /!\ L
Dodecatheon hendersonii Shooting Star PV \ g L
Dudleya spp. Dudleya &H \ Q L Succulent
Epilobium canum California fuchsia e PV \ G L
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Perennials and Groundcovers
For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire

Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Erigeron glaucus Beach Aster -_! PV \ Q L
Eriogonum grande var. rubescens Red flowered buckwheat . \ L
Eriogonum latifolium Coast Buckwheat pR PV \ A u
Eriogonum nudum Nude Buckwheat &H PV \ /\ \ L
Eriophyllum confertiflorum Golden Yarrow &H ‘ PV \ & L
Eriophyllum staechadifolium Seaside Woolly Sunflower g \ /!\ L
Erysimum capitatum Sanddune Wallflower g PV \ /!\ L
Festuca rubra Red Fescue W PV \ Q L
Fragaria chiloensis Beach Strawberry o PV \ L
Fragaria vesca Wood Strawberry o PV \ L
Galvezia speciosa Island Snapdragon &H \ Q U
Grindelia stricta Gumplant Q PV \ Q L
Heterotheca sessiliflora False Goldenaster Q_Q PV \ 6 u
Heuchera micrantha Crevice Alumroot -_. PV \ ‘ L
Heuchera sanguinea Coral Bells ame & \ Q L
Iris douglasiana Douglas Iris W H PV \ /!\ L
Iris fernaldii Fernald's Iris W H PV \ & L
Iris longipetala Central Coast Iris W &H PV \ Q L
Iris macrosiphon Ground Iris W g PV \ /!\ L
Leptosyne spp. Coreopsis g \ Q u
Lonicera hispidula Pink or Hairy Honeysuckle oot PV \ Q L Evergreen, twining vine
Monardella villosa Coyote Mint &H PV \ < \/\ L
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Perennials and Groundcovers
For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native U;e Hazard* Notes
Nolina bigelovii Beargrass g W \ f / \ L
Nolina parryi Parry's Nolina . \W \ / \j L
Oenothera elata ssp. hookeri Evening Primrose H PV \ /!\ U
Penstemon heterophyllus Beardtongue &H PV \ & L
Penstemon newberrii Mountain Pride &H \ Q L
Penstemon palmeri Palmer's Penstemon g \ /!\ L
Phacelia spp. Phacelia g PV \ /!\ L Includes both annuals and perennials
Phyla nodiflora Common Lippia e PV \ e L
Polystichum munitum Western Sword Fern H PV \ ; L
Salvia sonomensis Creeping Sage o ‘ \ @ L
Salvia spathacea Hummingbird Sage e PV \ Q L
Sedum spathulifolium Yellow Stonecrop Q_Q PV \ Q L
Sidalcea malviflora Checkerbloom Q PV \ ‘ L
Sisyrinchium bellum Blue Eyed Grass g W PV \ ( \ L grasslike perennial
Sisyrinchium californicum Yelloweyed Grass &H W PV \ ‘ L grasslike perennial
Solidago velutina ssp. californica California Goldenrod H PV \ ; U
Stachys bullata California Hedge Nettle H PV \ @ L
Symphoricarpos mollis Creeping Snowberry atte . PV \ Q L
Symphyotrichum chilense Pacific Aster g PV \ /!\ L Winter deciduous
Tellima grandiflora Fringe Cup Q_Q PV \ ‘ L
Thalictrum fendleri Meadow Rue PV \ ‘ L
Wyethia glabra Mule Ears H PV \ e L Winter dormant
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Shrubs

For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Acer circinatum Vine Maple , q/ \ ‘ L
. . /’/\\\\\
Adenostoma fasciculatum Chamise ‘ PV \ L) H
Arctostaphylos spp. Manzanita o . Some \ - \' Low growing forms can be low fire hazard
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Bearberry attie \ ‘ \' Can be low fire hazard with irrigation and maintenance
J\
Artemisia californica Coast Sagebrush ‘ PV \ w H
/\ - .
Baccharis pilularis Dwarf Coyote Brush Q! PV \ ! H Some varieties can be low fire hazard
Berberis aquifolium Mountain Grape Q \ Q L
,’/\
Berberis aquifolium var. repens  Creeping Oregon Grape d \ Q L
/\
Berberis pinnata Coast Barberry ‘ PV \ - L
Calycanthus occidentalis Spice Bush ‘ \ L
Carpenteria californica Bush Anemone ‘ \ ‘ L
Ceanothus spp. California lilac ;Q Some \ - Vv Some varieties are low fire hazard
Ceanothus thyrsiflorus California Lilac Q ’ PV \ - u
Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud Q ‘{/ \ ( ) L
Comarostaphylis diversifolia Summer Holly ‘ \ /\ \/\ u
é
Cornus sericea Creek Dogwood ‘ PV \ “ L
L /\
Corylus cornuta var. californica  Western Hazelnut ‘ PV \ !\ Y
A
Dendromecon harfordii Island Bush Poppy ‘ \ !\ L
. /\
Dendromecon rigida Bush Poppy Q PV \ w L
JA
Diplacus (Mimulus) aurantiacus  Sticky Monkey Flower Q PV \ C ) L
Eriogonum arborescens Santa Cruz Island Buckwheat ’ PV \ f ) u
Eriogonum fasciculatum California Buckwheat ‘ PV \ < \j H
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Shrubs

For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire

Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Eriogonum giganteum St. Catherine's Lace , \ f / \ U
Eriophyllum confertiflorum Golden Yarrow ‘ PV \ /!\ L
Eriophyllum staechadifolium Seaside Woolly Sunflower ‘ \ @ L

Frangula californica Coffeeberry ‘ PV \ /!\ L
Fremontodendron spp. Flannel Bush ‘ Q Some \ \/\ U

Garrya elliptica Silk Tassel Bush LQ PV \ é L
Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon Q ’ PV \ /!\ L
Holodiscus discolor Oceanspray, Creambush , PV \ & U
Lepechinia calycina White Pitcher Sage ‘ PV \ /!\ U

Lupinus albifrons Silver Bush Lupine ‘ PV \ /\ > V)

Morella californica Pacific Wax Myrtle ‘ ’ PV \ Q L
Philadelphus lewisii Mock Orange Q \ ‘ L
Physocarpus capitatus Ninebark L PV \ Q U

Prunus ilicifolia Holly-leafed Cherry @ ’ PV \ A L

Prunus ilicifolia ssp. lyonii Catalina Cherry ‘ Q \ Q L

Quercus dumosa Nutall's Scrub Oak ‘ Q PV \ / ) U

Quercus durata Leather Oak ‘ ’ PV \ /\ \ u

Rhamnus crocea Spiny Redberry ‘ PV \ Q L
Rhododendron macrophyllum Pacific Rhododendron Q \ ‘ L Likes acid soils
Rhododendron occidentale Western Azalea Q \ ‘ L Likes acid soils
Rhus integrifolia Lemonade Berry ’ ’ \ Q L

Rhus ovata Sugar Bush ‘ \ e L
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Shrubs

For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Ribes malvaceum Chaparral Currant Q PV \ f / \ u
Ribes sanguineum Pink Flowering Currant ‘ PV \ A L
Ribes speciosum Fuchsia-Flowered Gooseberry ‘ PV \ /!\ L
Romneya coulteri Matilija Poppy ‘ \ /\\ L Spreads by rhizomes, winter dormant
Rosa californica California Wild Rose ‘ PV \ & L
Rosa gymnocarpa Wood Rose Q PV \ /!\ L
Rosa spithamea Common Rose, Ground Rose Q PV \ /!\ L
Salvia sonomensis Creeping Sage e ‘ \ /__'\ L
Sambucus spp. Blue Elderberry ‘ ‘L PV \ /!\ L S. mexicana and S. nigra, Riparian, Scrubland
Solanum umbelliferum Blue Witch (] v\ @ L
Styrax officinalis var. redivius Snowdrop Bush . \ Q u
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry ’ PV \ Q L
Symphoricarpos mollis Creeping Snowberry Qj PV \ 6 L
Vaccinium ovatum Evergreen Huckleberry Q PV \ ‘ H
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Trees

For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire

Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native Use Hazard* Notes
Acer circinatum Vine Maple , q/ \ ‘ L
Acer macrophyllum Big Leaf Maple q/ PV \ L
Acer negundo Box Elder q/ PV \ L
Aesculus californica California Buckeye q/ PV \ /\ L
Alnus rhombifolia White Alder ‘{/ PV \ s L
Arbutus menziesii Madrone ’ PV \ /-\ L
Ceanothus spp. California lilac Q! ’ Some \ - \' Some varieties are low fire hazard
Ceanothus thyrsiflorus California Lilac , ’ PV \ Q u
Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud ‘ q/ \ / \ L
Cornus nuttallii Western Dogwood q/ \ Q L
Fraxinus latifolia Oregon Ash q/ PV \ Q L
Fremontodendron spp. Flannel Bush L’ Some \ \/ \ u
Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon Q ’ PV \ Q L
Juglans hindsii California Black Walnut ‘{/ PV \ ‘ L
Lyonothamnus floribundus Catalina Ironwood Q \ Q L
Notholithocarpus densiflorus Tan Oak Q PV \ A 1]
Platanus racemosa California Sycamore q/ PV \ ; L
Populus trichocarpa Black Cottonwood ‘{/ PV \ s U
Prunus ilicifolia Holly-leafed Cherry L’ PV \ /!\ L
Prunus ilicifolia ssp. lyonii Catalina Cherry Q ’ \ Q L
Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak ’ PV \ :\/’\ ) L
Quercus chrysolepis Canyon Live Oak Q PV \ /\\; L
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Trees

For detailed plant information, such as size, bloom season, and preferred garden conditions, refer to Calscape

Local CA Water Fire
Scientific Name Common Name Form Native  Native U;e Hazard* Notes
Quercus douglasii Blue Oak q/ PV \ f / \ L
Quercus dumosa Nutall's Scrub Oak ‘ Q PV \ / \j U
Quercus durata Leather Oak ‘ Q PV \ /\ j U
Quercus kelloggii Black Oak q/ PV \ Q L
Quercus lobata Valley Oak ‘{/ PV \ Q L Likes deep soil and access to groundwater
Quercus wislizeni Interior Live Oak ’ PV \ \/ \ L
Rhus integrifolia Lemonade Berry Q ’ \ /!\ L
Salix exigua Sandbar Willow q/ PV \ Y L
Salix laevigata Red Willow q/ PV \ “‘ L
Salix lasiandra Shining Willow q/ PV \ “‘ L
Salix lasiolepis Arroyo Willow q/ PV \ s L
Salix scouleriana Scouler's Willow ‘{/ PV \ s L
Salix sitchensis Sitka Willow ‘{/ PV \ s L
Sambucus spp. Blue Elderberry Q ‘{/ PV \ /!\ L S. mexicana and S. nigra, Riparian, Scrubland
Sequoia sempervirens Coast Redwood A PV \ Y L Refer to the Portola Valley redwood guidelines
Umbellularia californica California Bay Laurel Q PV \ 6 H
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Discouraged Plants

For a complete list of plants to avoid, refer to the California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-lpc) inventory: https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory/
For alternatives to these discouraged plants, see Portola Valley's recommended plant lists and PlantRight.org

Cytisus spp.

Broom - various

Watch to High

Digitalis purpurea

Foxglove

Limited

Eucalyptus spp.

Gum - various

Watch to Limited

Euphorbia characias

Mediterranean spurge

Spreads aggressively by seed

Euphorbia oblongata

Oblong spurge

Limited

Especially in riparian habitats

CA Fire Cal-lpc rating
Scientific Name Common Name Form Native Hazard (2022) Notes
Acacia spp. Acacia - various $ x H Watch to Moderate
Ailanthus altissima Tree of Heaven $ x Moderate
Arctotheca calendula Fertile capeweed aslde x Moderate Also prostrata
Buddleja davidii Butterfly bush ‘ x Watch
Carex divulsa European grey sedge \W x -
\ Exception: species verified and propagated from local
Carex tumulicola Berkeley Sedge - sources by a qualified botanist
Cedrus atlantica Atlas Cedar A x H -
H
Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar A x -
Cortaderia spp. Pampas grass, Jubata grass W x H High
Cotoneaster spp. Cotoneaster - various ‘ x Moderate franchetii, lacteus, pannosus
Crataegus monogyna English hawthorn q/ x Limited
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora Montbretia g x Limited

Ficus carica

Edible fig

Moderate
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Genista spp. Broom - various ‘ x H Watch to High
Hedera canariensis Algerian lvy P x High
Hedera helix English vy P x High
Hypericum spp. Hypericum, St. John's Wort - various  gegpe, x v Watch to Moderate
llex aquifolium English holly ‘ x Limited
Kniphofia uvaria Redhot poker . x Watch
Lantana camara Lantana ‘ x Watch
Leptospermum laevigatum Australian tea tree ‘ x Watch
Ligustrum lucidum Glossy privet ‘ x Limited
Myoporum laetum Ngaio tree * x Moderate

' ' * x o Sw_an_HiII', 'Little Ollie' and other certified infertile
Olea europea Olive (Fertile) Limited varieties are acceptable.
Pennisetum spp. Fountain Grass \v x H Watch to Moderate
Phoenix canariensis Canary Palm Q x Limited
Phoenix dactylifera Date Palm * x -
Pinus radiata Monterey Pine A \ H -
Pittosporum undulatum Victorian box ‘ x Watch
Populus alba White Poplar * x -
Prunus cerasifera Cherry plum Q x Limited
Pyracantha spp. Firethorn ‘ x Limited
Pyrus calleryana Callery pear ‘4/ x Watch
Rhamnus alaternus Italian buckthorn ‘ x Watch
Robinia pseudoacacia black locust 4/ x Limited
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Schinus molle Pepper Tree * x Limited
Schinus terebinthifolius Brazilian Pepper Tree $ x Moderate
Spartium junceum Spanish Broom ‘ x H High
Stipa tenuissima Mexican feathergrass W x H Watch
Verbena bonariensis Tall Vervain g x Watch
Vinca major Periwinkle ast3n x Moderate
Vinca minor Dwarf Periwinkle P x -
Washingtonia robusta Mexican Fan Palm $ x Moderate
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