TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY  cnnifer Hammer Char

Wanda Ginner, Member

Wildfire Preparedness MJ Lee, Member
Committee Meeting Kimberley Cashin, Member
Marianne Plunder, Conservation
JUIy 16a 2025 Committee Liaison and member
4 p.m.-6 p.m.
AGENDA

HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE- 775 PORTOLA RD. - PORTOLA VALLEY, CA
REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-
person meetings. A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town
cannot guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation
results, attending the meeting in-person is advised.

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net. Notification 48 hours
prior to the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM

To access the meeting by computer:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89667802085?pwd=Tq8BeWiijV4TIQg6G8bR2cLnbxebPO.1

Webinar ID: 896 6780 2085
Passcode: 976428

To access the meeting by phone:
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free)

Mute/Unmute — Press *6 / Raise Hand — Press *9

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Speakers' time is limited to three minutes

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a. June 18, 2025

4. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Fire Marshall updates
b. Fire Marshall presentation Preparing for Wildfire - Lessons Learned
c. Update on WPC'’s final report and recommendation concerning decking surfaces and PV
ordinance 2022-447 709A.3 Decking Surfaces

5. SUBCOMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE LIAISON UPDATES:
a. Mitigation Subcommittee update
b. EPC Committee Update
c. Finance and Insurance Subcommittee update
d. Conservation Committee update

6. OTHER BUSINESS/STANDING ITEMS
a. Agenda for next meeting
b. Quorum Check for meeting

7. ADJOURNMENT
The next regularly scheduled meeting dates is TBD


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89667802085?pwd=Tg8BeWiijV4TlQg6G8bR2cLnbxebPO.1

REV O - DRAFT

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

Wildfire Preparedness Committee
Wednesday June 18, 2025 — 4:00 PM
Hybrid on Zoom

765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

ACTION MINUTES

A recording of the meeting is here
The meeting Agenda Packet is here

Call to Order at 4:01 PM: Chair Jennifer Hammer

1.

Roll Call

Present: Wanda Ginner, Jennifer Hammer, MJ Lee, Marianne Plunder, Kim
Cashin
Absent: Council Liaison Craig Taylor

Oral Communications for items not on the agenda

Fire Marshal Kim Giuliacci could not attend today’s meeting due to personal
reasons. Chair Hammer welcomed new WPC member Kim Cashin, who works as
an Emergency Planner and is also a new member of the EPC. Chair Hammer
briefly reviewed Brown Act responsibilities and the need for WPC members to use
a 2-person Brown Act buddy system.

There was no public comment.

Approve Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of Jan-15-2025 were approved unanimously M/S Plunder / Ginner

NEW BUSINESS

4. Fire Marshal Update and presentation — Fire Marshal Kim Giuliacci

FM Giuliacci was unable to attend

Discussion concerning weekend and holiday noise restrictions and wildfire
mitigation — MJ Lee

A member of the public wanted to have weeds whacked on Memorial Day. Should
the Town allow weed whacking on Sundays and holidays during the most
opportune months of May-June? Subsequent discussion points were that
homeowners value their quiet on those days, professional services use gas-
powered weed whackers, and that perhaps the Town could help residents plan


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=257AfX2KH74
https://www.portolavalley.net/home/showpublisheddocument/19642

better. For example, starting in May, town signage and message boards could
remind people it's time to weed whack. No further action was proposed.

The following members of the public spoke regarding the item: Cyrena Simmons,
Dave Cardinal

6. Update on WPC'’s final report and recommendation concerning decking surfaces
and PV ordinance 2022-447 709A.3 Decking Surfaces

The decking report and memo of recommendation were completed and approved
by the WPC in Feb-2024. Since then, it has never been submitted to the TC
agenda for approval, and Chair Hammer can find no explanation for the delay and
lack of interest by the Town. Marianne Plunder suggested taking the report to the
ASCC.

The following members of the public spoke regarding the item: Dave Cardinal,
Cyrena Simons

SUBCOMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE LIAISON UPDATES

7. Mitigation Subcommittee Update — MJ Lee
Welcome Kim Cashin to this subcommittee; she will emphasize outreach to PVSD.

MJ Lee counted 84 wood shake roofs in PV, with 40 homes unviewable; this
means at least 5% of PV homes have wood shake roofs. IBHS considers a wood
shake roof to be an entry point for fire into a neighborhood, and thus a community
with a wood roof cannot qualify for the upcoming IBHS Wildfire Prepared
Neighborhood designation.

The CA Fire Safe Council has created a webinar series and a Fire Safe Vendor
List. Of note, steel deck framing is becoming a more common option. There is also
a new provider of a 1/16” Ember Mesh product similar to Wildfire Defense Mesh.

Betsy Burton Firebaugh is a survivor of the 2020 CZU Fire and was recently a
panelist at SMC'’s first wildfire fair. She is willing to present to the WPC on her
experience evacuating and rebuilding, and the committee suggested the Sep-17-
2025 meeting would be opportune.

8. EPC Committee Update — Kim Cashin

Kim Cashin is on a multi-year project to rewrite the EOP (Emergency Operating
Plan) and redesign the EOC (Emergency Operations Center).

The following members of the public spoke regarding the item: Dave Cardinal

9. Finance and Insurance Subcommittee Update — Jennifer Hammer

Chair Hammer presented a summary of the 104 responses to the Insurance
survey, representing 5% of PV households (over time, homes could have multiple
entries). 44% reported non-renewals or cancellations. Less than 5% of insurers
conducted on-site inspections. 2 of 4 homeowners were able to avoid cancellation


https://cafiresafecouncil.org/fire-safe-virtual-expos/
https://cafiresafecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-Fire-Safe-Vendor-List_Digital-Download.pdf?utm_source=pocket_saves
https://cafiresafecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025-Fire-Safe-Vendor-List_Digital-Download.pdf?utm_source=pocket_saves

by doing the work the insurer stipulated. ADUs did not seem to be a factor. She
will close the survey on Sep-24-2025.
10.Conservation Committee Update — Marianne Plunder
Conservation had an event on Jun-3-2025 to help people balance wildlife habitat
and wildfire. They had 30+ attendees and plan to do another meeting.
11.Meeting adjourned at 6:05 PM. Next meeting Wed Jul-16-2025 at 4:00 PM.
/s/ MJ Lee
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