
 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Trails and Paths Committee Meeting 

August 20, 2025 
9:00 AM 

Fred Leach, Chair 
Gary Hanning, Vice Chair 
Joe Coleman, Secretary 
Barb Eckstein, Member 
Ellie Ferrari, Member 
Susan Gold, Member 
Jeff Lokey, Member 
Brenda Munks, Member 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM 
 

To access the meeting by computer: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83021210533?pwd=bTVC8ELr0dsoI2bBZSHpaTZUhSda22.1 
 
Webinar ID:  830 2121 0533 
Passcode:    627284 
 
To access the meeting by phone: 
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free) 
Mute/Unmute – Press *6 / Raise Hand – Press *9 

A G E N D A 
REGULAR MEETING 

HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE, 765 PORTOLA RD., PORTOLA VALLEY, CA  
 

REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-
person meetings.  A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town 
cannot guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation 
results, attending the meeting in-person is advised.  
 
ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net.  Notification 48 hours 
prior to the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
 

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Speakers' time is limited to two minutes. 

 
3. OLD BUSINESS 

 
a. Approve July minutes  
b. Trail maintenance review 
c. Trail usage violations 
d. 2025 Committee Priorities check in 

i. Capital improvements for trails 
ii. Trail easements 
iii. Site developments with trails 
iv. Community engagement 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The next meeting is Wednesday, September 17, 2025.  

 

************************************************************************************************************************ 
Land Acknowledgement:  The Town of Portola Valley acknowledges the colonial history of this land we dwell 
upon—the unceded territory of the Ramaytush (rah-my-toosh) Ohlone, Tamien Nation, and Muwekma (mah-WEK-
mah) Ohlone, who endured a human and cultural genocide that included removal from their lands and their sacred 
relationship to the land. Portola Valley recognizes that we profit from the commodification of land seized from 
indigenous peoples and now bear the ecological consequences. We seek to understand the impact of these 
legacies on all beings and to find ways to make repair. 
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TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Trails and Paths Committee Meeting 
July 16, 2025 
9:00 AM 
 

  
TRAILS AND PATHS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call:  The meeting was called to order at 9:03 AM 
Members present:  J Coleman, F Leach, B Eckstein, E Ferrari, B Munks, G Hanning, J Lokey                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Members absent:  S Gold. 
Also present: M Hufty (Town Councilmember liaison), R Burtt (PV Town Engineer). 

Guests: T Coleman (Town Conservation Committee liaison). 

No Zoom attendees. 

2. Oral Communications: None 

3. Old Business:  

     a. Approved minutes from last month, June 18 meeting.  

     b. Trail maintenance was presented by R. Burtt. There has been extensive maintenance on 
Alpine trail near Saddleback.  It was mentioned that excessive brush remains on Meadowood, 
Palmer Trail, Fawn and Golden Hills. R Burtt said that all mowing of trails is now complete. 

     c. Committee priorities for next fiscal year were discussed. 

          i. Capital Improvement submission was in question, J Coleman said he would resend to R            
Burtt and M Hufty. 

         ii. Easements were discussed regarding the removal of a shrub on Shawny  Pass. The use 
of PortolaValleyFunds.org is being considered and submitted by J Coleman and J Lokey.  Also 
noted is the need for closure on the Sausal Trail easement between Sausal Drive and Georgia 
Lane. 

        iii. Site Development Plans are needed to address the easement around the Portola 
Terrace property being developed by Stanford.  This requires Town Council and Stanford to 
resolve.  The Hawthorn trails system is still being discussed.  The issue of screening the scenic 
corridor on Portola Road at the Priory where the tall gymnasium is being built, (which is 500 or 
600 yards from the road), may still be under review. 

        vi. Community engagement issues are the upcoming September 20 Town picnic which is 
happening after the Zotts to Totts run at 2:00 pm.  M Hufty said that well behaved horses are 
welcome on the run. 



Trails and Paths Committee Meeting Minutes DRAFT 
July 18, 2025 

 

2 

 

 

  4. New Business:  
       

a. There have been at least 2 occasions where a golf cart was photographed driving on 
Shady Trail at evening times. Ideas to remedy the problem include school 
education/workshops which would coincide with EV bike safety and rules.  Signage 
and road blocks may help.  Bike riding in the Ranch is prohibited but continues to 
occur.  T Coleman suggested the Town website be updated to specify trail use rules. 
 

5. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 AM. Next meeting August 20, 2025 



________________________________________________________

TO: Trails and Paths Committee 

FROM: Scott Weber, Maintenance Worker 
Robert Burtt, Town Engineer 

DATE:      August 12, 2025 

RE:   Trail work for July 2025 

Attached is the trail work recording form completed for July. 

The total maintenance staff hours worked in July was 8 hours. 

The total contracted staff hours worked July was 0 hours. 

Total hours worked: 8 hours 

Attachments: Trail Map 
Work sheet

MEMORANDUM 
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 



Trail Length Work Completed Date 

Admiral Quilter 0.5 
Alpine 3.0 
Arroyo 1.6 
Bay Laurel 0.5 
Black Oak 0.8 
Blue Oak 0.5 
Buckmeadow 0.5 Cut brush 7-15
Cervantes 1.3 
Cherokee 0.2 
Coalmine 0.8 
Deer Path 0.7 
Dwight Crowder 2.0 
Eagle 0.6 
Fawn 0.3 
Fire Road 0.5 
Firethorne 0.1 
Georgia 0.3 
Golden Hills 0.7 
Golden Oak 0.2 
Grove 0.6 
Hay Forks 0.7 Cleared fallen tree 7-8
Hillbrook 0.4 
Indian Crossing 0.4 
Iroquois 0.2 
Lake 0.4 
Larry Lane 1.5 
Los Trancos 1.1 
Los Trancos Rd 0.4 
Meadowwood 0.4 
Minoca 0.7 
Nathorst 0.3 
Old Spanish 1.9 
Palmer 0.6 Cut brush along street 7-10/15
Portola 2.3 
Possum 0.2 
Priory 0.5 
Redberry 0.2 
Sausal 0.6 Cut brush at Palmer 7-10
Sequoia 0.5 
Shady 0.8 
Shawnee 0.5 
Sunrise 0.8 
Sweet Springs 0.8 
Toyon 2.4 
Veronica 0.2 
Westridge 
Willowbrook 0.8 

 TOTAL 
36.0 

miles 


	08-20-2025 Trails and Paths Agenda.pdf
	Trails Meeting Minutes July 18, 2025 draft
	July 25 trails memo
	Trail
	Length



