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AGENDA

HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE- 775 PORTOLA RD. - PORTOLA VALLEY, CA
REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-
person meetings. A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town
cannot guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation
results, attending the meeting in-person is advised.

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net. Notification 48 hours
prior to the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM

To access the meeting by computer:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89667802085?pwd=Tq8BeWiijV4TIQg6G8bR2cLnbxebPO.1

Webinar ID: 896 6780 2085
Passcode: 976428

To access the meeting by phone:
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free)

Mute/Unmute — Press *6 / Raise Hand — Press *9

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Speakers' time is limited to three minutes
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a. July 17, 2025

4. NEW BUSINESS:
a. Vote for officers
b. Fire Marshall updates
c. Betsy Burton Firebaugh’s personal story on recovering from the 2020CZU Fire
d. Discuss goals for 2025 and 2026
e. Discussion of safety initiatives

5. SUBCOMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE LIAISON UPDATES:
a. Mitigation Subcommittee update
b. EPC Committee Update
c. Finance and Insurance Subcommittee update
d. Conservation Committee update

6. OTHER BUSINESS/STANDING ITEMS
a. Agenda for next meeting
b. Quorum Check for meeting

7. ADJOURNMENT
The next regularly scheduled meeting dates is TBD


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89667802085?pwd=Tg8BeWiijV4TlQg6G8bR2cLnbxebPO.1

REV 1 - FINAL

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

Wildfire Preparedness Committee
Wednesday July 16, 2025 - 4:00 PM

Hybrid on Zoom

765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028

ACTION MINUTES

A recording of the meeting is here
The meeting Agenda Packet is here

Call to Order at 4:00 PM: Chair Jennifer Hammer
1. Roll Call

Present: Wanda Ginner, Jennifer Hammer, MJ Lee, Kim Cashin, Marianne
Plunder
Absent: Council Liaison Craig Taylor

2. Oral Communications for items not on the agenda
Chair Hammer welcomed new member Kim Cashin.

3. Approve Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes of Jun-18-2025 were approved unanimously M/S Ginner / Plunder

NEW BUSINESS

4. Fire Marshal Update — Fire Marshal Kim Giuliacci

FM Giuliacci reported that fire season is now year round, so WFPD is working on a
program to offer chipping year round in 2026. Chipping outside of the normal May-
November timeframe may be fee-based to recover expenses.

Chair Hammer asked for status on the WFPD annual inspections, which started in
Woodside in Jul-2024, after the approval of Ordinance 24-01. They have gotten
halfway through the 2,000 planned for Year 1 of the 3-year cycle. Most people are
at least eliminating the worst hazards first. WFPD is looking for year-to-year
progress. FM Giuliacci thinks they will get to PV by mid 2026; they will notify
homeowners via postcards instead of letters.

The WFPD Board adopted the CAL FIRE LRA Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps for
the entire district, as is, even though there are some grayed out areas and some
borders are confusing. The Towns can ratify the maps if they choose to.

This is a code adoption year, so she is looking at State Fire Code changes.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geWDik4eR8s
https://www.portolavalley.net/home/showpublisheddocument/19702/638876462059370000

The following members of the public spoke regarding the item: Cyrena Simons

Fire Marshal presentation Adapting to Wildfire is Living with Fire - Lessons
Learned

FM Giuliacci gave a presentation on lessons learned from scientists’ analysis of
the LA Fires. There were various examples of how home hardening and Zone
Zero saved homes from destruction.

MJ Lee left the meeting at 5:15 PM
Update on WPC'’s final report and recommendation concerning decking surfaces
and PV ordinance 2022-447 709A.3 Decking Surfaces — Chair Hammer

ASCC Chair Carter Warr sent an email to Mayor Judith Hasko requesting that the
Town Council review this ordinance.

SUBCOMMITTEE AND STAFF/LIAISON UPDATES

7.

Mitigation Subcommittee Update — MJ Lee
No report

EPC Committee update — Kim Cashin
Kim continues to work on the Emergency Operations Plan for the EPC

Finance and Insurance Subcommittee Update — Jennifer Hammer

The subcommittee will complete the Insurance Tracking Form final report by
October.

10.Conservation Committee Update — Marianne Plunder

The Conservation Committee asked if WPC would be interested in researching
using goats for mitigation work. They suggested that we could work to create an
opt in program for residents to collectively use goats for mitigation work on their
property. After discussion, the idea was tabled until the September meeting when
WPC goals will be discussed.

The following member of the public spoke regarding the item: Cyrena Simons

11.Meeting adjourned at 5:47 PM. Next meeting Wed Sep-17-2025 at 4:00 PM.

/s/ MJ Lee &
Jennifer Hammer
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