
 

AGENDA 
 

REGULAR MEETING – 
HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE - 765 PORTOLA ROAD ~ PORTOLA VALLEY 

REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-
person meetings. A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town 
cannot guarantee there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation 
results, attending the meeting in-person is advised. 

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please 
contact the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net. Notification 48 hours prior to 
the meeting will enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
Speakers' time is limited to three minutes. 

 
3.    OLD BUSINESS 

a. Ongoing projects—Progress reports from subcommittees (Evacuation, Hazards, Communications 
and Outreach, Safety Element, Resilience, External Coordination); other reports 

b. Priority projects for 2026 work plan (list approved at December meeting); will be presented to 
Town Council on February 25, 2026 

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Approve minutes from December meeting 
b. Volunteer resident to work with GSC on infrastructure resilience 
c. Discuss and approve topics for GSC page on Town web site—Research and Maps, Earthquake 

Preparedness for Residents, Presentations at GSC Meetings, Laws and Building Regulations 
(see detail on attached outline) 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
This meeting body meets regularly on the second Monday of the month. 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
Land Acknowledgement: 
The Town of Portola Valley acknowledges the colonial history of this land we dwell upon—the unceded territory 
of the Ramaytush (rah-my-toosh) Ohlone, Tamien Nation, and Muwekma (mah-WEK-mah) Ohlone, who endured 
a human and cultural genocide that included removal from their lands and their sacred relationship to the 
land. Portola Valley recognizes that we profit from the commodification of land seized from indigenous peoples 
and now bear the ecological consequences. We seek to understand the impact of these legacies on all beings 
and to find ways to make repair.

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM 

To access the meeting by computer: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84288767222?pwd=ZkJN6VjK4VikatJKqWtdYlkjpgDabB.1  

Webinar ID: 842 8876 7222 
Passcode: 244245 
To access the meeting by phone: 
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free) 
Mute/Unmute – Press *6 / Raise Hand – Press *9 

Nan Shostak, Chair, 
Bob Wrucke, Vice Chair 
Patricia McCrory, Secretary 
Gary Ernst, Member 
Steve Ingebritsen, Member 
Simon Klemperer, Member 
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Minutes of  

GEOLOGIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING 
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 
Monday, December 10, 2025 

 
Meeting location: Town Council Chamber in the Old Schoolhouse.  This meeting was streamed via Zoom and recorded. 
 
Committee Members present: 

Nan Shostak [chair] 
Bob Wrucke [vice-chair] 
Patricia McCrory [secretary]  
Gary Ernst 
Steve Ingebritsen 
Simon Klemperer 

Town Council members present: 
Mary Hufty, Town Council liaison 

 

MEETING SUMMARY 
The Geologic Safety Committee (GSC) mainly discussed an upcoming aeromagnetic survey led by Simon Klemperer.  Members also 
discussed work targeted for 2026 [see addendum]. 

Call to order:  
1000. Chair Nan Shostak called the meeting to order. 

Comments from the public on topics not on the agenda:  
1002.  Nan called for comments.  Simon Klemperer described his interest in geophysical field investigations to improve mapping of 
secondary faults that cross Portola Valley.  In particular, he showed maps of three sites [Woods Estate, Neely Vineyards & Jasper 
Ridge] where he has permission to collect aeromagnetic data via drone with the assistance of the USGS. 

1018,  Simon and Steve Ingebritsen discussed obtaining geotechnical data held by the Town Geologist.  Bob Wrucke urged the 
aeromag survey to be extended along the San Andreas fault zone to the Sequoias.  Rita Coombs noted privacy concerns of many 
homeowners per drone surveys above their property. 
1025.  Pat McCrory showed photos of signs posted in Japanese cities directing people where to assemble following a damaging 
earthquake.  Steve described Beppu, Kyushu tsunami evacuation signs & signs identifying bunkers for shelter during volcanic 
eruptions.  Pat suggested the town center and schools as safe evacuations sites with solar power. 

Old Business:  

1130.  Nan noted a new subcommittee, namely, one on Japan resilience to be led by Steve & Pat.  Members debated how detailed 
neighborhood evacuation maps should be.  Nan discussed committee work plans for 2026 and members sorted out work assignments. 

New Business: 

1140.  Simon, Pat, and Rita queried the availability of a database that links geologic and geotechnical reports to property locations.  

1151.  Committee elected (the same) officers for 2026.  Simon asked whether any members were attending an upcoming town GIS 
meeting. 

Approval of minutes of the previous meeting:  
1158. The committee approved the 10 December minutes. 

Adjournment: 
1205.  Committee members voted to adjourn meeting. 

  



 

 
 
 

Addendum to minutes: 
Geologic Safety Committee 

Proposed 2026 Projects in Priority Order (12/2025) 
  

  
Project Subcommittee Personnel 

 
1.    Tips from GSC—Work with Darcy 
to streamline communications to 
residents and staff. Begin a series of 
communications on earthquake 
preparedness. 

Communications & 
Outreach Pat, Gary, Simon 

 
2.    Work with Town staff and Cotton, 
Shires to find geotechnical reports and 
make them publicly accessible. Ideally 
georeference them on GIS parcel 
map. Contact Woodside for 
implementation ideas. 

External Coordination Nan, Bob, Simon 

 
3.    Complete one simple 
neighborhood-level evacuation 
narrative to help residents know how 
to get out.  Continue for all 
neighborhoods if successful. 

Evacuation (FFE) Bob, Nan, Gary 

 
4.    Geophysical surveys and reports 
on Black Mountain and Berrocal 
faults. Future reports on potential 
flooding, landsliding, and liquefaction. 

Geologic Hazards Bob, Simon 

 
5.    Report on disaster resilience in 
Japan. 

Resilience (Japan) Steve, Pat 

 
6.    Get estimate to update maps from 
Cotton, Shires. Follow through on map 
updating, including digitization. 

External Coordination Nan, Bob 

 

 
  



 

 

Proposed GSC Topics for Portola Valley Web Site 
 
 

1. Research and Maps 
a. Evacuation for Fire Following earthquake (FFE) 

i. Evacuation Hazard Map for PV and Vicinity, with Explanation of Symbols (PDF, JPG) 
ii. Evacuation Hazard Report 
iii. Neighborhood-Level Evacuation Narratives for FFE 

b. Earthquake Faults in PV 
i. San Andreas fault 
ii. Black Mountain fault 
iii. Berrocal fault 
iv. Monte Vista-Shannon Fault System 
v. Pilarcitos fault 

c. Geologic Hazards in PV [Ground Rupture, Ground Shaking, Landslide, Flooding, 
Liquefaction] 

d. Regional Geology and Geologic Hazards 
 

2. Earthquake Preparedness for Residents 
a. Tips from the GSC 
b. Earthquake Preparedness 

i. Preparing Your Home for Earthquake 
ii. What to Expect After an Earthquake 
iii. Evacuation for Fire Following Earthquake (FFE) 

c. Resources [USGS, FEMA, CA, San Mateo County, PV, Other] 
 

3. Presentations at GSC meetings 
a. Overview of Earthquake Hazard and Risk—Keith Knudsen (USGS) and Tim Dawson (CGS) 

(3/17/2022) 
b. PG&E (Jeffrey Bachhuber, Director of Geosciences) (1/13/2025) 
c. Bear Gulch Water District (Dawn Smithson, General Manager) (4/14/2025) 

 
4. Laws and Regulations 

a. Alquist-Priolo Seismic Safety Act (1972) 
b. California Residential Seismic Building Regulations 
c. Portola Valley Seismic Building Ordinance 

 

Example from Wildfire Preparedness Committee’s web page: 
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