
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
Conservation Committee Meeting 

 Mar 03, 2025 
5:30 PM 

Marianne Plunder, Chair 
Judith Murphy, Vice Chair 
Megan Richards, Secretary
Nona Chiariello, Member 
Teresa Coleman, Member
Sarah Gilbert, Member
Eliza Low, Student Member
(honorary)
Christopher Morace, Member
Dieter Walz, Member 
Joerg Zimmerman, Member

MEETING MINUTES  

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm
Members present: M. Plunder, M. Richards, C. Morace, J. Murphy, S. Gilbert, N.
Chiariello, J. Zimmermann, D. Walz
Members absent:
Also present: D. Smith (Town Manager)
Attendance Via zoom: R. Flynn (Council liaison) , T. Coleman, E. Low, D. Cardinal

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
a. Speaker’s time is limited to three minutes - none.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES Feb 3, 2026
a. Edits The definition of "horse fence" has been modified. Proposed fencing

changes refer to fencing in the required yard.
b. Approved unanimously with edits (D. Walz, J. Zimmerman, T. Coleman abstain)

4. COMMITTEE BUSINESS
a. Committee presentation to Town Council, Attachment A

i. All suggested  changes will be added to the presentation slides.
ii. T. Coleman: The slides shouldn’t reference draft documents that are not

approved by the committee. Draft ordinance was approved by the
committee, and draft fencing guidelines will be voted on tonight.

iii. Approved unanimously.
b. Subcommittee assignments:

i. A new Community Engagement subcommittee has been formed:
C. Morace (lead), T. Coleman, N. Chiariello, J. Murphy.

5. OLD BUSINESS
a. Subcommittee update on wildlife-friendly fencing (Plunder)

i. Draft Fence Regulations for ASCC meeting Attachment B: Updates
presented for information only.

1. Nona has a correction to table 1, 18.48.010. Parcel areas in
column 1 should read greater than or equal to 2 acres.

ii. Draft Guidelines to wildlife-friendly fencing for Town Website Attachment
C.

1. The guidelines are designed to align to the existing ordinance;
wildlife friendly elements are described as desirable but not
required. Document is labeled “Draft”

2. Approved unanimously.



 
 

b. Update of meeting with Planning Director (Murphy): J. Murphy and M. Plunder 
had an informational meeting with Planning Director Sarah Cawrse for 
introductions and to discuss the Committee’s role, current projects  and Town 
processes. 

c. Update on Broom Pull (Coleman): March 15, 9-12; committee attendees will be 
D. Walz, J. Murphy, M. Richards, T. Coleman 

d. Tip of the Month (Richards): Local nesting birds, where they nest and how to 
protect them. 

e. What’s blooming now (Chiariello): Ceanothus - on the trail and in the garden 
f. Update Corte Madera School field visit (Chiariello): 2/19, M. Plunder, S. Gilbert 

and N. Chiariello met with Jeff Miller, Facilities & Maintenance Manager, to 
discuss current issues and progress towards resolution.  

i. Biocides: The school agrees that biocides are not desirable, but there 
may be circumstances where they’re constrained by costs and need to 
use them to prioritize safety of students. 

ii. Town-school coordination: Schools want to be neighborhood-friendly by 
maintaining open campuses on weekends, but there are challenges with 
damage (e.g. from dog use on saturated fields). 

iii. Weeds: Would like to plant groundcovers to suppress weeds, and are 
considering using goat grazing. Committee may assist with 
communications with the adjacent community 

iv. Bioswale: isn’t draining appropriately 
v. Soccer field: will be replaced, and a track will be added 
vi. Lights: neighbors have complained that the lights come on at night. 

g. Committee / Townwide Cooperation: 
i. (D. Smith): Will provide timing of GoNative to M. Plunder, so that 

committee members can support oversight of work performed by 
GoNative. Smith expressed appreciation for committee’s assistance, such 
as advisory oversight re: tree preservation, fence construction. 

ii. Committee liaison reports:   
1. Nature & Science (J. Murphy): increased attendance at wildlife 

event was attributable to significant direct email outreach by all 
community members to their contacts, and inclusion of kid-friendly 
events. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS  
a. California Native Plant Month - April 2026 (Murphy); Planned CC activities (direct 

& indirect) 
i. C. Morace will assist with roll-out of tasks 
ii. N. Chiariello with C. Magill, P. Heiple will lead tours at Jasper Ridge for 

30 people. Tours are already full; will look at scheduling 1 to 2 more on 
different date(s). 

iii. J. Murphy is in contact with instructors at local schools who plan to 
organize special projects, and will communicate with Almanac to 
publicize. 

iv. Library will organize books exhibit that highlights native plants 
v. M. Plunder will organize 2 additional wildflower hikes 
vi. C. Morace, M. Plunder, J. Murphy and N. Chiariello will organize a table 

at the PV farmer’s market. D. Walz and S. Gilbert may participate. 
vii. M. Plunder will look up and help publicize CalFlora and Huddart Park 

excursions 
viii. E. Low will help write an article 
ix. Town Proclamation (Town Manager) 

b. Centralized digital CC document repository (C. Morace) 



 
 

i. Goal: create a shared archive for materials by configuring a Google Drive  
account with editing and commenting disabled to avoid Brown act 
violations;  

1. Structure folders so that subcommittee working files aren’t 
accessible to the entire committee 

ii. N. Chiariello: Include conventions on file names, and include scans of old 
documents 

iii. M. Richards and J. Murphy: Start with archive of approved files and their 
working file format, until it’s set up and working; subcommittee working 
folders are a lower priority.  

iv. M. Plunder: Committee has an existing shared Google Drive. 
v. Approved unanimously. 

7. SITE PERMITS -  
a. 131 Brookside 3rd review pending (lead Plunder) 
b. 117 Brookside 2nd review pending (lead Richards) 

8. TREE PERMITS -  
a. 270 Willowbrook approved 
b. 20 Meadow Lane withdrawn by applicant for further consideration 

9. ADJOURNMENT: 7:05 pm 
a. The next regularly scheduled meeting date is Apr. 7, 2026, at 5:30pm 

 
The Town of Portola Valley acknowledges the colonial history of this land we dwell upon—the unceded territory of 
the Ramaytush (rah-my-toosh) Ohlone, Tamien Nation, and Muwekma (mah-WEK-mah) Ohlone, who endured a human 
and cultural genocide that included removal from their lands and their sacred relationship to the land. Portola Valley 
recognizes that we profit from the commodification of land seized from indigenous peoples and now bear the ecological 
consequences. We seek to understand the impact of these legacies on all beings and to find ways to make repair.  


