
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
Wildfire Preparedness  

Committee Meeting 
Thursday May 21, 2026 

10:00-11:30 AM 
 

MJ Lee, Chair 
Wanda Ginner, Member 
Patty Dewes, Member 
Vivek Ragavan, Member 
Kimberley Cashin, Member 
Vacant, Member 
Chris Morace, Conservation  
Committee Liaison and member 
 

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM 

To access the meeting by computer: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87264593721?pwd=Rda9T44qkILgTqFR8BODxrN1PSvD5P.1 

Webinar ID:  872 6459 3721 

Passcode: 925772 

To access the meeting by phone: 
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free) 
Mute/Unmute – Press *6 / Raise Hand – Press *9

HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE– 775 PORTOLA RD. – PORTOLA VALLEY, CA  
REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-person 
meetings.  A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town cannot guarantee 
there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation results, attending the meeting 
in-person is advised.  

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Speakers' time is limited to three minutes

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a. April 16, 2026

4. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Welcome to Chris Morace, new Conservation Committee liaison
b. Election of Vivek Ragavan as Vice Chair
c. Fire Marshal Update – FM Kim Giuliacci
d. 100% Firewise update – Wanda Ginner & Patty Dewes
e. GIS update – MJ Lee on behalf of William Christensen
f. Feedback on Ladera Firewise Day – MJ Lee
g. Discuss budget – MJ Lee
h. Discuss changes to WPC webpages – Vivek Ragavan & Chris Morace

5. SUBCOMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE LIAISON UPDATES:
a. Conservation Committee update
b. EPC update

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

a. Quorum Check for meeting

7. ADJOURNMENT
The next regularly scheduled meeting date is Thurs Jun-18-2026 @ 10:00 AM



1 

REV 1 - FINAL 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY 

Wildfire Preparedness Committee 
Thursday April 16, 2026 – 10:00 AM 

Hybrid on Zoom 

765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028 

ACTION MINUTES 

A recording of the meeting is here  
The meeting Agenda Packet is here 

Call to Order at 10:03 AM: Chair MJ Lee 

1. Roll Call

Present:  Wanda Ginner, Marianne Plunder, Vivek Ragavan, MJ Lee, Patty Dewes,
Council Liaison Rebecca Flynn

Absent:  Kimberley Cashin
Guests:  none

2. Oral Communications for items not on the agenda

None.

3. Approve Minutes of previous meeting

We discussed WPC members could vote to approve the minutes if they were not
present at the meeting under question. If not, we would again not be able to
approve the January minutes, and the same situation could occur at the May
meeting. After discussion with council liaison, we decided all members present
could approve the minutes.

The minutes of Jan-15-2026 were approved unanimously M/S Dewes / Plunder

The minutes of Mar-19-2026

- Correction: Vivek noted his name should have been included in the roll call

- Approved unanimously M/S Plunder / Dewes

NEW BUSINESS 

4. WPC membership – Conservation liaison Marianne Plunder to be replaced by
Chris Morace

WPC founding member and Conservation Committee liaison Marianne Plunder is
resigning because the new meeting time is adversely impacting her work.
Conservation membr Chris Morace will replace her as liaison to WPC, and his

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3I73RddbA4I&list=PLy0bKrX4PHhMPeKq1-F-ReegQxT4lM7Fy&index=1&pp=iAQB
https://h3r6wqnn.r.us-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.portolavalley.net%2Fhome%2Fshowpublisheddocument%2F20555%2F639114129393432538/1/0111019d78c523e8-38dcc5c3-7a36-4e81-ae53-f8f79a3c9312-000000/J8b16ABBbjZg7yvFdnyvk-mRhYE=258
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appointment will be on the Apr-22-2026 Town Council consent agenda. The WPC 
thanks Marianne for her invaluable service and conservation expertise. 

Offline, Chair Lee had asked and Vivek Ragavan had consented to become the 
WPC Vice Chair. However, the WPC needs to vote on this, so his election will be 
on next month's agenda. 

5. Ladera Firewise Day

May is NFPA Wildfire Preparedness Month, so David McQuilikin's Ladera Firewise
community is hosting a Firewise Day with 4 speakers and some vendor booths.
Saturday Mar-8-2026 10:00AM to 2:00PM at Ladera Recreation, 150 Andeta Way

Since it's too late to do our own event for May, Patty Dewes will get the Ladera
announcement into the Town biweekly e-update and on PVForum.

In line with Wildfire Preparedness Month, Chair Lee proposed 2 topics for panels
we could arrange for May-June WPC meetings: goats and gates. However, after
lengthy discussion, we concluded that it is better for the WPC to focus on getting
out the overall message of mitigation and zone zero, rather than address individual
solutions. Additional concerns about goat grazing is that it is better, and in line with
the Conservation Committee, to remind the public to weed whack, which is much
less expensive than goats.

6. Fire Marshal Update – Fire Marshal Kim Giuliacci

FM Giuliacci was absent

7. 100% Firewise Update – Patty Dewes

The team is working on their outreach plans. The 100% Firewise announcement is
in the Town Update and will be in the new printed quarterly newsletter. Vivek
Ragavan will focus on finding more residents to start up Firewise communities.
Vivek also agreed to review the current WPC webpages to see what to add for the
100% Firewise effort, e.g. 1-pagers, links to WFPD, a thermometer progress
metric, emphasize insurance discounts. Should we list blocks not in Firewise?

Chair Lee mentioned that Chip Swan transferred knowledge to new volunteer
William Christensen so that William will be able to produce GIS maps of PV
Firewise and eventually a map overlapping Neighborhood Watch and Firewise.

8. Committee Budget

Liaison Rebecca Flynn said that the committee budget is due before our next
meeting. Chair Lee was unaware, so we made an ER agenda item to discuss.

Motion: Submit $3,000 budget for needed community outreach M/S Ragavan /
Plunder. Approved 4-1, Patty Dewes opposed.

We will discuss budget specifics at the next meeting
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SUBCOMMITTEE AND STAFF/LIAISON UPDATES 

9. Conservation Committee Update – Marianne Plunder

Conservation is reminding the public it is time to whack weeds. In their outreach,
they now include QR codes to pertinent documents within the Town's website.

10. EPC Update – Kimberley Cashin

Kimberley Cashin was absent

11. Meeting adjourned at 11:12 AM. Next meeting Thurs May-21-2026 @ 10:00 AM

/s/ MJ Lee 


