
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
Wildfire Preparedness  

Committee Meeting 
Thursday June 18, 2026 

10:00-11:30 AM 
 

MJ Lee, Chair 
Wanda Ginner, Member 
Patty Dewes, Member 
Vivek Ragavan, Member 
Kimberley Cashin, Member 
Vacant, Member 
Chris Morace, Conservation  
Committee Liaison and member 
 

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION VIA ZOOM 

To access the meeting by computer: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87264593721?pwd=Rda9T44qkILgTqFR8BODxrN1PSvD5P.1 
Webinar ID:  872 6459 3721

Passcode: 925772

To access the meeting by phone: 
1-669-900-6833 or 1-888-788-0099 (toll-free)
Mute/Unmute – Press *6 / Raise Hand – Press *9

HISTORIC SCHOOLHOUSE– 775 PORTOLA RD. – PORTOLA VALLEY, CA  
REMOTE MEETING ADVISORY: On March 1, 2023, all committees in Portola Valley will return to conducting in-person 
meetings.  A Zoom link will be provided for members of the public to participate remotely; however, the Town cannot guarantee 
there will be no technical issues with the software during the meeting. For best public participation results, attending the meeting 
in-person is advised.  

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact 
the Town Clerk at (650) 851-1700 or by email at towncenter@portolavalley.net.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the Town to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

2. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Speakers' time is limited to three minutes

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a. May 21, 2026

4. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Fire Marshal Update – FM Kim Giuliacci
b. 100% Firewise update – Patty Dewes
c. WPC review of PV Draft Safety Element – MJ Lee, Chris Morace, Kim Cashin
d. Goats, gates, WPC webpages, decking ordinance – MJ Lee

5. SUBCOMMITTEE AND COMMITTEE LIAISON UPDATES:
a. Conservation Committee update
b. EPC update

6. OTHER BUSINESS/STANDING ITEMS
a. Agenda for next meeting
b. Quorum Check for meeting

7. ADJOURNMENT
The next regularly scheduled meeting date is Thursday July 16, 2026 @ 10:00-11:30 AM

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87264593721?pwd=Rda9T44qkILgTqFR8BODxrN1PSvD5P.1


 1 

REV 1 - FINAL 
 

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY  
Wildfire Preparedness Committee  
Thursday May 21, 2026 – 10:00 AM  
Hybrid on Zoom  
765 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028 

 
 
 

ACTION MINUTES 
 

Due to power outage, the meeting was not on Zoom 
The meeting Agenda Packet is here 

 
Call to Order at 10:02 AM: Chair MJ Lee 

1. Roll Call 
 

Present:  Wanda Ginner, Chris Morace, Vivek Ragavan, MJ Lee, Patty Dewes, 
Council Liaison Rebecca Flynn 

Absent:  Kimberley Cashin 
Guests:  None 

2. Oral Communications for items not on the agenda 
Because of the town-wide power outage, there was no power or wifi in the 
schoolhouse and we could not use zoom. So there is no meeting recording. 
The following individual(s) addressed the WPC: Cyrena Simons introduced Mita 
Jones as new co-leader of the Sequoias Landscape Committee. 

3. Approve Minutes of previous meeting 
 

The minutes of Apr-16-2026 were approved unanimously M/S Dewes / Ragavan 

NEW BUSINESS 

4. Welcome to Chris Morace, new Conservation Committee liaison 
Glad you are with us, Chris Morace! 
The following member of the public spoke regarding the item: Cyrena Simons 

5. Election of Vivek Ragavan as Vice Chair 
Vivek was elected unanimously M/S Ginner / Dewes 

6. Fire Marshal Update – Fire Marshal Kim Giuliacci 
FM Giuliacci was absent 
 

https://www.portolavalley.net/home/showpublisheddocument/20661/639142927566470000
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7. 100% Firewise Update – Wanda Ginner / Patty Dewes 
Patty Dewes is assuming leadership of the 100% Firewise project. 2 new 
communities are in the works: Brookside-Corte Madera and Blue Oaks. She sent 
an email to Neighborhood Watch leaders and identified 2 more potential new 
Firewise community leaders. Next action steps includes a “stuff the mailbox” 
campaign. Vivek Ragavan is concentrating on identifying Firewise leadership in 
the Alpine Hills neighborhood: of the 280 homes, only 40 are in Firewise. Alpine 
Hills has a significant role in evacuation routes. He is also reaching out to 
Willowbrook residents, as their neighborhood abuts the Sequoias. 
The following member of the public spoke regarding the item: Cyrena Simons 

8. GIS update – MJ Lee 
The committee used MJ’s laptop to view William Christensen’s GIS map of PV 
Firewise communities. He did a great job and the response was very positive and 
engaged. MJ will send the pdf to WPC members to review before asking William 
for any changes. He is also working on a map to show Neighborhood Watch 
overlap with Firewise. 

9. Feedback on Ladera Firewise Day – MJ Lee 
On May-9-2026, David McQuilikin hosted the second annual Ladera Firewise Fair, 
which had 100 attendees, 4 speaker sessions, 2 gate vendor booths, and 17 
volunteers. He plans to continue this annual event. The WPC discussed holding 
annual events. The general consensus was that this year, our 100% Firewise 
targets outreach and education. Once we have momentum, then an in-person 
event can target mitigation and accomplishing Firewise goals. Building community 
through Firewise may create better impetus for residents to take action.  
An idea for the future: homes who have had inspections or even recent home 
sales could be demos in a house tour. WPC could also participate in town events. 
The following members of the public spoke regarding the item: Cyrena Simons 

10. Discuss budget – MJ Lee 
The following $3,000 budget was submitted to the Town for FY 2026-2027: 
 
Itemized Budget Amount 
Oct-2026 fire prevention event 300 
May-2027 wildfire prep day event 300 
Road Banners at Ford Field and Town Center 1,000 
100% Firewise postcard if needed 1,400 

TOTAL $ 3,000 
 

https://www.laderacommunity.org/lep/lep-firewise-fair-2026/2026-firewise-fair-presentations
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11. Discuss changes to WPC webpages – Vivek Ragavan & Chris Morace 
Chris Morace gave a crash course on marketing strategy     . The WPC pages 
need to state and reflect our mission statement. Vivek Ragavan suggested the 
pages create more sense of urgency. In the perspective of improving community 
interaction and action, we could emphasize that taking action helps protect both 
you and your neighbors. Rebecca Flynn suggesting posting the town-wide 
Firewise mitigation numbers. MJ will lean on Chris’ input for refinement of the 
WPC webpages (we also need to incorporate 100% Firewise in the pages). 

SUBCOMMITTEE AND STAFF/LIAISON UPDATES 

12. Conservation Committee Update – Chris Morace 
Conservation has been posting information on avoidance of poisons for pest 
control. They are considering what actions to pursue under the Town’s financial 
situation. 

13. EPC Update – Kimberley Cashin 
Kimberley Cashin was absent 

14. Meeting adjourned at 11:15 AM.  
Next meeting Thursday Jun-18-2026 @ 10:00 AM. 

          /s/ MJ Lee 
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