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The Portola Valley Conversation 

The Portola Valley Post

A Community Discussion about Protecting Emergency Services and Our
Financial Stability

Thank you to the many residents and
community members who have taken an
active role in our local conversation to help
shape the future of our Town. 

As part of this year’s budget process, we’ve
engaged our residents to identify the Town
services, needs and priorities that the
community values the most. 

We look forward to keeping you updated on
the latest updates of this important
community conversation.

Please join the conversation today!

Visit www.portolavalley.net/
community/engagement
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Should It Stay or Go? Balancing Defensible Space with Habitat Preservation 
The same shrub in your yard that could be a
liability during fire season is a boon to nesting
birds and other wildlife. Complying with fire-
safety guidelines while minimizing habitat
destruction is a challenge many Portola Valley
residents face. Ending up with a few oaks and
bare soil provides little to no nesting habitat
and little protection for small wildlife like quail.

A great way to create a yard that is both
wildlife-friendly and fire-wise is to be strategic
about what plants are in your yard, where they
are, and how they are doing. 

What?  Choose plants that retain moisture
and produce minimal leaf litter, like coast live
oak, toyon, hollyleaf cherry, coffeeberry. The
Portola Valley Plant List rates plants based on
their fire hazard.
Where? 0-5 ft from house → no flammable
materials except irrigated, well-maintained,
and approved groundcovers.
5-30 ft from house → fire-smart planting; keep 

it “lean, clean, and green.” 
30+ ft from house → protect native
groundcovers and duff. Create islands of taller,
wildlife-friendly shrubs. 
How? Dying, water-stressed plants are excellent
fuel. Be sure to irrigate plants that need it and
regularly prune dead branches. 
 
Learn more at
www.portolavalley.net/government/
town-committees/conservation-committee

Prepared by the Town Conservation Committee

Town Budget Update:  Concerns about the Town’s Future Autonomy
Despite the Town’s best efforts, the Town faces ongoing structural deficit, with costs
continuing to exceed revenues. Without new locally controlled revenue, nearly $1.2 million in
cost reductions will be needed over the next two fiscal years to maintain the Town’s minimum
reserve threshold. Without additional revenue, the Town risks depleting reserves or making
reductions that would impact the level of services residents expect.

Portola Valley residents told us it is important to maintain the Town’s financial stability, local
autonomy, emergency reserves, and self-reliance.  Residents also prioritized preserving the 

Town’s independent status
and local control over zoning
decisions, noting that if the
Town were to lose its
incorporated status, zoning
decisions would be made by
the County.

Join an upcoming Town Council
Meeting. View our meetings at:
www.portolavalley.net/commun
ity/town-calendar

http://www.portolavalley.net/government/town-committees/conservation-committee
http://www.portolavalley.net/government/town-committees/conservation-committee
https://www.portolavalley.net/community/town-calendar
https://www.portolavalley.net/community/town-calendar
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Summer is here, and with it comes an
increased risk of power outages. While
outages can be inconvenient, a little
preparation can make a big difference in
keeping your household safe and resilient.

Power outages from Pacific Gas and Electric
(PG&E) generally fall into two categories:
planned outages and unplanned outages. In
high-risk fire areas like ours, PG&E also utilizes
Enhanced Powerline Safety Settings (EPSS)
that can lead to more unplanned outages.

Preparing for power outages ahead of time
mitigates these sudden disruptions. Take the
time now to:

Update your contact info with PG&E to
ensure you receive immediate alerts. 
Keep flashlights readily accessible and
ensure all phones and backup batteries
remain fully charged. 
Stock up on non-perishable food and
freeze water bottles to keep food cold.
Establish a family communication plan. 

Track active outages at 
www.pge.com

Prepared by the Town Emergency Preparedness
Committee

Sustainability Corner

Safety Recommendations from Woodside Fire 

Grills, Fire Pits & Outdoor Fires 
Summer gatherings often include outdoor
cooking and fire features. Keep grills, gas fire
pits, and outdoor fireplaces away from
structures and vegetation, and never leave
them unattended. Before heading indoors or
going to bed, ensure they are fully extinguished
and cool to the touch.

Woodside Fire's local ordinance prohibits most
open burning and restricts recreational fires.

Fuel Reduction: Pick the Right Time 
Creating defensible space helps reduce
wildfire risk, but equipment such as mowers,
weed trimmers, chainsaws, and tractors can
generate sparks. Perform vegetation work
during cooler morning hours and check local
weather and fire conditions. Avoid operating
equipment during hot, dry, windy conditions
or on Red Flag Warning days. 

For regulations and preparedness resources
visit www.woodsidefire.org.

Preparing for Power Outages
To comply with State law and reduce climate-
harming methane, we are asking residents to
help divert food scraps and yard trimmings
from our landfills.

State law was passed to reduce methane
pollution and other short-lived climate
pollutants. By diverting compostable materials
like food scraps and yard trimmings from the
trash, harmful methane emissions are
significantly reduced.

Confused about an item? Don’t worry—we’ve
got you covered! Check www.Greenwaste.com
or visit www.CalRecycle.ca.gov  for guidance.

Together, we can turn waste into a resource
and keep valuable organic material out of our
landfills. 

https://www.pge.com/
http://www.woodsidefire.org/
https://www.greenwaste.com/
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/


Town Hall
 650-851-1700

towncenter@portolavalley.net

Town Clerk
650-851-1700 X 221

pvtownclerk@portolavalley.net

Building Division
planbuild@portolavalley.net

Public Counter Open 
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 am to 12:00 pm

Planning Division
planning@portolavalley.net

Virtual Appointment Booking
Public Counter Open 

Tues & Wed 8:30 am to 12:00 pm

Public Works
Contact the Public Works Department using PV

Connect

Woodside Fire Protection District
650-851-1594

 info@woodsidefire.gov

San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office
Non-emergency Line - 650-363-4911

Town Business Licenses
Submit an application online at

https://portolavalleyca.portal.opengov.com/categories/1079 

Are you interested in taking a Town class?
Perhaps learn to play pickleball or try a

fitness class? 

Learn more and apply at: 
https://www.portolavalley.net/
departments/parks-recreation/
community-classes 

Join us for our upcoming special events
at the Town Center: 

Summer Concert Series –  Thursdays
on July 9, August 6 & September 10
PV Palooza – Saturday, August 29
Annual Town Picnic & Zotts to Totts
Family Fun Run and Bike  – 

       Saturday, September 19 
Star Party  – Friday, October 2
Trivia Night - Saturday, November 14

Check out all of our Town 
events at 
www.portolavalley.net/
community/town-calendar

Town of Portola Valley
765 Portola Rd

Portola Valley, CA 94028
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Town Contact Information

Upcoming Town Events Register Now for Classes

Trail Tips

Yield to 
Uphill traffic

Pick up
any litter

Horses have 
the right 

of way

As we venture out to enjoy our wonderful local
trails, please take a moment to respect all the
trail users. Here are some tips to keep in mind:

mailto:pvtownclerk@portolavalley.net
https://outlook.office.com/book/PlanningDivision@portolavalley.net/?ismsaljsauthenabled
https://www.portolavalley.net/community/service-request-pv-connect
https://www.portolavalley.net/community/service-request-pv-connect
mailto:info@woodsidefire.gov
https://portolavalleyca.portal.opengov.com/categories/1079
https://portolavalleyca.portal.opengov.com/categories/1079
https://www.portolavalley.net/community/town-calendar
https://www.portolavalley.net/community/town-calendar
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