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TOWN COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY PLACES PORTOLA VALLEY AUTONOMY MEASURE ON THE 
NOVEMBER BALLOT 

 
Portola Valley, CA – July 22, 2026 

The Portola Valley Town Council voted unanimously on July 22, 2026 to place a local funding 
measure on the ballot to help maintain public safety, protect local control, and address resident 
service needs and priorities. 

The Council's action followed more than a year of budget cuts and community engagement, 
including The Portola Valley Conversation and a scientifically designed community survey in which 
residents identified protecting the Town's financial stability and preserving local autonomy among 
their highest priorities. Residents also identified maintaining wildfire prevention and preparedness 
including brush management and clearance, maintaining 911 emergency response times and police 
patrols, repairing deteriorating storm drains, and preventing a County takeover of local zoning and 
planning services as top funding priorities. 

"The community has made it clear that Portola Valley's financial stability and local control matter," 
said Town Manager Darcy Smith. "This measure gives residents the opportunity to decide whether to 
establish a stable, locally controlled funding source that can help protect essential services while 
preserving the Town's independence and ability to make decisions locally." 

If enacted, all funds from the general tax measure must be utilized for the Town of Portola Valley. No 
funds could be taken by the County, Sacramento or the Federal Government.  

The proposed measure would allow voters to decide whether Portola Valley should become a 
Charter Town and establish a locally controlled Real Property Transfer Tax. Becoming a Charter 
Town is required under state law before the Town can adopt this type of local funding measure. Both 
proposals would require majority voter approval to take effect. If approved by voters, the measure 
would establish a Real Property Transfer Tax of $10 per $1,000 of a property's sale price, paid by 
buyers or sellers at the time of sale, to provide locally controlled funding for essential Town services 
and long-term financial stability. 
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